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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 15th August in the vestry of 
the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M 

Hackney, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Sharples, Mr D 
Stevens, Mr I Vaughan, Mr M Vaughan. 
 

In attendance: Mr R Goodband, Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 
 

Apologies for 
absence: 

Mr A Sharkey, Police, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

Minutes of last 
meeting: 

The minutes of the July Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 
agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 
Chairman sign them as such. 
 

Police Report: 1: JAG meeting Report. Details of the new local team at Thrapston were 
reported. Woodford had a new PSCO – PCSO Ward. 

2: Letter from Inspector Lyon. A letter from the Inspector advised of the 
latest changes to Policing in the area and also drew attention to several 
web based resources regarding local crime statistics. 
 

Comments from 
Electors: 

3: No members of the electorate were present to voice comments. 

Cllr D Hughes 
Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 
Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 
the minutes: 

6: Greenway expansion plan. The Clerk’s letter supporting the ENC 
proposal to extend the Greenway from Woodford Lock to Thrapston was 
read out. 

7: Rocking Horse. Wicksteed had (at last) acknowledged the issues raised 
by the Council regarding the workmanship of the rocking horse repairs, 
and would investigate. 

8: Woodford “Village Signs”. An order for the new reflective signs had 
been placed with Nordis, and would be collected and fitted when available. 
Mr Stevens offered to assist with the installation. 

9: Spraying High Street “rough ground”. Council agreed not to spray 
patches of grass / weeds on this area used by residents to park vehicles. 
 

Planning Issues: 10: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 
a) 7 High St. Construction of property to rear of number 7 High St. 

17/01026/REM. Approved. 
11: New Planning Applications for consideration 

a) Rose Paddock Construction of Garage. 17/01098/FUL. No 
Objection. 

b) 43 Highfield Construction of two storey rear extension 
17/01424/FUL. No Objection. 

c) Land at 3A DeCapel Close / Club Lane. Change to Conditions re 
provision of footpath 17/00984/FUL. Objection A revised proposal 
had been submitted for the removal the conditions relating to the 
provision of a footpath in Club Lane. Due to the overgrown state of 
the wall and also its state of repair, it was agreed that the provision 
of a footpath would tidy the area and improve pedestrian safety. 

12: Other Planning Matters 
a) Woodford Community and Sports Complex. Variation to Licenses. 

The council was concerned about the lengthened hours and the 
potential for increased noise / anti-social behaviour at closing times in 
the residential area. 
 

New 
Correspondence: 

13: Dukes Arms – Noise. A letter had been received from a Rose Terrace 
resident (who wished to remain anonymous) observing that the noise 
from a recent music event had been obtrusively loud. The Council had no 
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defined opinion on the incident and as this was a matter for ENC rather 
than the Parish Council. As only one letter had been received no further 
action would or could be taken at this stage. However, the Clerk was 
asked to obtain from ENC a copy of the Entertainment Licence for future 
reference.  

14: Parking in Church Street. A letter from Mr Goodband regarding the 
parking on the corner of Club Lane in Church Street and requested 
consideration is given for the introduction of double yellow lines on the 
corner was read out. It was agreed without adequate enforcement double 
yellow lines would not necessarily make any difference as it was already 
illegal to park within 10 metres of a junction. It was however agreed the 
Clerk raise with Highways the issue of the “sharp” granite sets opposite 
the junction which themselves were prone to causing tyre damage. The 
Clerk was also requested to follow up the request for information relating 
to traffic enforcement visits to Woodford. 

15: Street Sign in Church Green. A request had been received for a 
“Church Green” sign to be placed on the south side of the Church Green / 
Addington Road junction so that it was easily visible for drivers leaving the 
village. The Clerk advised that the fixings from the previous sign in this 
location were still evident. Furthermore, it was suggested that the Sign 
read “Church Green leading to Church Street”. The Clerk was asked to 
order from East Northants Council. 

16: The Woodford Sports and Community Complex. Correspondence had 
been received from the Club advising that they intended to install a hard 
surfaced overflow car park and patio and that a funding application was 
being made to the East Northants Community Facilities Fund. A request 
for a letter of support was made. Councillors had no hesitation in agreeing 
to the request, and the Clerk was asked to compile a suitable response. 
 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   
 Current Account  £7,895.43 
 Interest Account  6.05 
   £7,901.48 
 Less   
 2113 Mr P Bird Clerk £335.00  
 2114 Mr D Cullum Grass-cutting £79.60  
 2115 Mr D Cullum Fuel reimbursement £23.30  
 2116 E.on Lighting contractor (lamp Rose Terrace) £1,209.60  
 2117 Mrs D bosworth Litter Picking £75.00  
 DD22 Opus Energy  Lighting Power £224.52  
    £1,947.02 
 Balance Carried forward  £5,954.46 
   
 17: Mr M Vaughan proposed, Mrs Robinson seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 
 

Donations towards 
Churchyard 
Maintenance, Saints 
Alive: 

18: A letter had been received from St Mary’s Church outlining a shortfall in 
the maintenance costs for the churchyard in 2016. A request was made to 
help meet the shortfall. Additionally the Council also discussed the request 
for a grant towards the cost of Saints Alive. The Clerk had ascertained 
that current production losses were greatly reduced following increased 
advertising revenues. Mr Banham proposed and Mr Hurst seconded a 
motion to donate £300 to St Marys Churchyard and £100 to Saints Alive. 
This was within budget and was unanimously agreed. 
 

Appointment of 
representative to 
Playing Fields 
Committee: 

19: The WCSC were intending to reinstate the Playing Field Committee again 
and requested a nomination form the Parish Council. Mr Chapman 
volunteered to fulfil this representative role and councillors unanimously 
approved. This appointment would cease at the 2019 Election. 
 

Report from 
Highways Warden: 

20: Mr Stevens suggested that a Safety Audit be requested for the former 
A604 between Thrapston Road Woodford and the A6116 roundabout, due 
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to the hidden dips, frequent flooding and several generations of road 
markings all currently visible. Clerk to refer to Highways. 
 

Greenway Link 
Project: 

21: The Clerk reported that the Woodford Temperance Hall charity had agreed 
to fund up to £6000 towards the cost of the work. Given a total budget, 
and revised specification, Mr Stevens advised it had been necessary to re 
tender the project, and the three previous bidders had been contacted 
again to re-price the specification. The specification had been revised to 
include latest requests from the landowners and a completion date of end 
of October and two bids had been received from Gladstone Construction 
(£27,500.60) and NR Groundworks (£34,252.10). Councillors agreed that 
negotiation with Gladstone be instigated in finalising a cost and agreeing a 
start date. If these points could be satisfactorily agreed then an order 
could be placed for the work to progress. 
 

Any other Business: 22: There was no other business 
 
There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.05pm. 
 
 
 

Signed  Dated 


