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Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 17th October 2017 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J 

Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I 

Vaughan and Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr Sharkey, Mr Hackney, Police, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The September minutes of the Parish Council meeting having been circulated, 

were agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that 

the Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: Mr Vaughan reported that he would mention the speeding issues affecting 

Woodford at the next Joint Action Group meeting. 

2: Mr Vaughan also presented a draft leaflet used by Stanwick Councillors with 

the blessing of the Police which was put on illegally or dangerously parked 

cars within the village. The Clerk was asked to invite the Thrapston 

Sergeant to the next meeting to discuss the issues relating the use of such 

a leaflet and prepare a draft Woodford leaflet. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

3: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr D Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr S Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

6: Former A604. Highways had responded advising that risk of accident etc 

on this road was minimal and that the cost of a formal road safety audit 

would outweigh any benefits, however, the Parish Council could commission 

such a report at its own expense. A number of Councillors voiced their 

disagreement with this statement and recalled first hand knowledge of 

recent near misses. Mention was also made of the problems caused by the 

lightest of showers. The Chairman advised that Councillors should report to 

Street Doctor any issues of flooding in order that Highways could be made 

aware of the number of occurrences. The Clerk was asked to respond to 

Highways advising that the Council did not agree with the contents of their 

response. 

7: Tree in West Street. The Clerk advised that Mr Hackney was investigating 

this matter. 

8: Speed Identification Device - Speeding in Mill Road. Readings 

continued to increase and whilst the number of vehicles travelling below 

30mph appeared to be increasing slightly the average was increasing, 

suggesting that those who previously travelled just above the speed limit 

now confirmed, yet those well above the limit (e.g. 40mph plus) had now 

increased their speed. Top speed recorded was 74mph (v85% was 40mph). 

The Clerk suggested it may be worth contacting the “Safer Roads Team” to 

get their advice. Agreed. Mr Stevens advised that the installation of a “right 

of way chicane” would be more effective than a “gateway”. 

9: Pound Lane Lamp. The Clerk reported this still had not been installed, and 

despite a number of phone calls and emails was no nearer receiving a 

definitive date. 

10: Link Footpath to Greenway. The improvement to the footpath and 

installation of kissing gates was now complete. See below. 

 

Planning Issues: 11: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) 8A Church Street. New Gates and visibility splays 17/01688/FUL. 

Permitted. 
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12: New Planning Applications 

a) 5 West Street. Rear two storey extension. 17/02032/FUL. Mr M 

Vaughan queried the loss of right of way caused by this proposal which 

extends to the mid terrace houses. Councillors agreed to raise No 

Objection on grounds of planning but advise the Planning Authority of 

the existence of the private right of way. 

b) 15 Club Lane. Rear extension and replacement front bay window. 

17/02111/FUL. No Objection. 

c) Finedon Rd. Cranford (outside parish boundary). Plans for a pig 

breeding unit on the Finedon Road were to hand. The application sought 

to dispel issues of odour and traffic issues through lengthy analysis. 

Councillors discussed the matter at length but concluded (despite 

reservations from some councillors on ethical grounds) that there were 

no material planning matters upon which an objection could be based. 

No Objection. 

d) Development at Little Addington Councillors discussed this proposed 

development and expressed concern that a further junction in this 

vicinity could be dangerous, however, deferred making a final decision 

until opinion had been gained from the Highways Authority. 

13: Other Planning Matters 

a) Change of Address. The Rectory in Church Street, now up for sale, 

would henceforth be known as 4A Church Street. 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

14: Playground Inspection. The Clerk reported that he had three quotations 

for the mandatory playground inspection and that these ranged from £50 

to £150. It was resolved to request Wicksteed Leisure to carry out the 

inspection. 

15: Payment of PAYE. The provision of making payment at the local Post 

Office was being withdrawn at the end of December and HMRC advise that 

future payments will need to be electronic, or post. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £4,439.99 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £4,446.04 

 Plus   

 Precept  £8,250.00 

 Less   

 2127 Mr P Bird Clerk £335.00  

 2128 Mrs D Bosworth Litter Picker £75.00  

 2129 E.on Lighting quarter maintenance £374.58  

 2130 E.on Lighting Repair £28.16  

 2131 Royal British Legion Donation £100.00  

 2132 Mr D Cullum Grasscutting £106.20  

 2133 Mr D Cullum – fuel £28.87  

 DD24 Opus Energy month Lighting Power £259.57 £1,307.38 

 Balance Carried forward  £11,388.66 

   

 16: Mr Banham proposed, Mr I Vaughan seconded, and it was resolved that 

the above accounts be settled. 

17: The Clerk drew attention to an invoice from Gladstone Construction 

totalling £31,652.10. This could be paid once the grants were to hand and 

ideally should be paid prior to the next meeting. Application for the grant 

payments had been made. Mr Chapman proposed, Mr I Vaughan 

seconded and it was unanimously agreed that a cheque for the Gladstone 

Construction Invoice should be signed at this meeting, but only sent to 

Gladstone once all grants had been credited to the Council’s bank 

account. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

18: Mr Stevens advised he was still pursuing the movement of the “School” 

danger sign, to a location nearer the school from Addington Road. 
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Improved footpath 

to Greenway 

19: Mr Stevens reported that the work had been satisfactorily concluded, and 

having walked the route with the contractor advised that work had been 

delivered as per specification.  It was agreed that a “formal opening” 

should take place during November and after discussion it was further 

agreed that the Chairman of ENC (majority funder) be requested in the 

first instance to officiate. The farmer had offered the use of one of his 

barns for the provision of refreshments. The Clerk in conjunction with Mr 

Stevens was asked to draw up a list of guests and implement.  

20: Mr Stevens said the farmer had requested some warning signs as he was 

concerned about increased activity on the path in the vicinity of the farm 

not mixing well with farm vehicles. The bespoke signs (4 in number) 

would cost approximately £160. Agreed these should be acquired. 

21: Councillor unanimously expressed their gratitude to Mr Stevens for his 

work with regard to this project and also Mr Goodband (Village Plan 

Group) and finally the Clerk for their input. Thanks, were also expressed 

to the contractor for the flexibility of his operation and Mr and Mrs Chalker 

of Glebe Farm for their help and co-operation over the past twelve months 

in enabling this scheme to be delivered. 
22: Mr Stevens advised that the farmer had expressed concern at the amount 

of litter and dog faeces appearing in the field near Church Street and 

requested consideration be given to provision of a dog bin and waste bin 

at the south west end of Church Street. The Clerk was requested to obtain 

costs from ENC. 

 

Report from Playing 

Field 

Representative: 

23: Mr Chapman advised there had been no further meetings of the Playing 

Field Committee. 

Any other Business: 24: There was no other business. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


