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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th December 2017 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M Hackney, Mrs J 

Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mr D Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I Vaughan and Mr M 

Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mrs Robinson, Mr A Sharkey 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The November minutes of the Parish Council meeting having been circulated, 

were agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that 

the Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: The “Think Before You Park” scheme was discussed again and agreed 

that Mr Banham, Mr Stevens and Mr M Vaughan be the nominated 

councillors. They would report directly to, and liaise with the Police. The 

Clerk was asked to provide the cards for putting on vehicles and forward 

the Police issued protocol. 

2: Mr M Vaughan reported on the recent JAG meeting.  

Dog Fouling could now be covered by Anti-Social Behaviour Orders. 

There had been “Cold Calling” problems in Denford 

A new speed limit would be introduced between Denford and Ringstead 

Funding for a Befriending Service was now available, contact Mr Vaughan 

for details 

The new drink drive campaign had been launched recently known as VAT. 

Vehicle + Alcohol = Tombstone. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

3: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

6: Pound Lane Lamp. The replacement lamp had still not been installed and 

the Clerk had written to the area manager complaining about the poor 

service provided. No response had been received. Councillors agreed that 

the Clerk should investigate alternative contractors and costs. (Whilst the 

Council pays a quarterly maintenance fee (in arrears) which enables the 

council to benefit from reduced repair costs, no call out charge, and free 

lamp replacement, he was unaware of any written agreement which quoted 

the length of notice required to be given should a change in contractor be 

implemented.) 

7: Community Speedwatch. An email had been received advising that so 

long as the Parish Council approved the scheme a petition was not required 

to participate; however, ten named volunteers were required to enable the 

Council to be considered for inclusion. The Clerk advised he had emailed 

over forty residents and also posted a notice on the noticeboard and website 

requesting volunteers, however, only six had come forward, consequently 

CSW had been advised. CSW suggested that attention be drawn to the 2019 

scheme in September 2018. 

8: Hedge adjacent to footpath PE1. The Clerk said he had been 

unsuccessful in following up this item. Mr Banham advised that if the 

removed hedge had not been of “contiguous” lengths of 20metres or more 

it is unlikely that a hedge removal order would have been needed and the 

likelihood of successful replacement request was unlikely. The Council 

agreed the Clerk take no further action. 

9: Speed Identification Device. The Device was now located in Addington 

Road, but no data had been extracted in this location. The loan of a second 

device (November Minutes para 20) was still awaited. 
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Planning Issues: 10: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) 15 Club Lane. Single front and rear extensions 17/02111/FUL 

Permitted.  

11: New Planning Applications 

a) Churchfield House, Church Street. 17/2241/FUL Installation of new 

gates. No Objection. 

b) Bungalow, Bakers Lane. 17/02413/TCA Removal of three Leylandii 

trees. No Objection. 

c) Top Lodge Finedon Road. Retrospective application for use of site as 

a haulage depot with improved road access. No Comment. 

12: Other Planning Matters 

a) 1 Rectory Lane 16/02224/FUL (APP/G2815/W/17/3180483) Appeal 

Decision – The appeal was dismissed on grounds that the development 

would not offer the occupiers sufficient amenity space and that a 

number of national and local planning policies were contravened. 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

13: Sports and Social Club. The Club had written to the Council as landlord 

advising of proposed works seeking approval. The Council had no objections 

to the proposed works, which included the siting of a container on the field 

for cricket club storage, a patio overlooking the field and extended car 

parking. 

14: Northamptonshire County Council Finances. The leader of the council 

had written seeking to explain the dire financial straits the council was 

presently in citing as an example exponential rises in childcare and adult 

care costs. Consultation was currently being held.  

15: Speed Cameras. Mr Haydon had written suggesting average speed 

cameras should be installed at the entrances to the village as a traffic 

calming method. The Clerk reported that he had discussed the suggestion 

with officers at NCC who said the scheme was cost prohibitive, and that 

traffic flow was insufficient, and that this type of calming was only used in 

villages where the traffic was free flowing and not inhibited by parked 

vehicles and junctions etc. 

16: Neighbourhood Watch. It was understood a meeting had taken place 

earlier in the months and had been attended by about fifteen persons. No 

other information was available. 

17: New address Church Street. The house known as Hill House under 

construction in Church St (for some time) is to be officially known as 9 

Church Street. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £5,817.04 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £5,823.09 

 Plus NCC grant for Path extension – gate  £950.00 

   £6,773.09 

 Less   

 2138 Mr P Bird Clerk £335.00  

 2139 Mrs D Bosworth Litter Picking £82.60  

 2140 J & S Pendred signs for footpath £192.00  

 2141 ENC Verge Cutting £1561.32  

 2142 HMRC Income Tax £40.00  

 DD26 Opus Energy street lighting power £332.42 £2,543.34 

 Balance Carried forward  £4,229.75 

   

 18: Mr Banham proposed, Mr I Vaughan seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

19: The Clerk advised the Litter Picker had suffered an injury (not connected 

with the Parish Council employment) and would be out of action for at 

least six weeks. Mr Bosworth had volunteered to carry out the task. The 

Clerk was asked to check with the Council’s insurers. 

20: The ENC verge cutting invoice above was lower than expected, as one cut 

had not taken place during the summer. 
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21: A summary of expenditure against budget to the end of December having 

been circulated was noted. 

 

Budget 2018/19 22: Draft figures had been circulated by the Clerk to Councillors prior to the 

meeting and discussion took place. The budget totalled £17,500 and was 

unanimously approved. 

 

Precept 2018/19 23: The Clerk advised that the budget of £17,500 could be met from an 

unchanged precept of £16,500 and reserves, however, that would result 

in the Council’s reserves being reduced to a minimum, offering no future 

contingency. Councillors resolved unanimously that the Precept be raised 

by £500 to £17,000. 

 

New Gate and 

footpath 

improvements at 

Woodford Mill 

(Ringstead) 

24: The grant for this work had been received (£950) above, and a quotation 

had now been received totalling £1026. Since the quotation had been 

requested a meeting had taken place with the land owners and they had 

approved the proposal, with minor modifications to lessen the gradient of 

the slope between the track and the car park. Additionally, it was agreed 

the gate would need to be the opposite “hand” to those previously 

ordered, which would carry a small price premium resulting in the coast 

being nearer £1,200. Councillors discussed the plan agreed that given the 

fact a small saving had been made on this years ground maintenance 

budget and that the footpath improvements so far had been fully granted 

funded, the Council would be able to meet the shortfall in this project of 

approximately £250. Clerk to place order with contractor and advise 

landowner. The Clerk was asked to thank Cllr S Hughes for approving the 

grant. 

 

Report from 

Highways Warden: 

25: No comments to add. 

 

Report from Playing 

Field 

Representative: 

26: Mr Chapman was not present. 

Any other Business: 27: There was no other business. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman wished those present a Merry Christmas and declared the 

meeting closed at 8.50pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


