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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 17th April 2018 in the vestry 

of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J 

Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I 

Vaughan and Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr M Hackney, Police, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the March Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present. 

2: Mr M Vaughan reported that a Joint Action Group would be held later in the 

week. He advised the Police were advocating the use of tamper proof screws 

to secure car registration plates following a spate of thefts. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

3: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

6: New Lamp – Eady’s Row. The Clerk advised that E.on had confirmed that 

the work had been scheduled.  

7: Thrapston Town Band. The Band had agreed to play on Sunday 9th July 

at the “Club”. However, rather than the fee being based on a collection on 

the night and a donation from the Parish Council, the band now requested 

a £150 fee. The Clerk was asked to query this factor. 

8: Children’s Playground. The order had been placed with Wicksteed for 

repairs to the Multiplay unit. 

9: Gate at Woodford Mill. The order for this work had been placed and a 

letter to the Temperance Hall Charity had been written as requested. 

 

Planning Issues: 10: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a)  26 Church Street. Tree Works in rear garden. 18/00302/TCA 

Approved. 

11: New Planning Applications 

a) Sports Club, Highfield. Car park and patio area works, and provision 

of storage container for cricket club. 17/02545/FUL. Approved.  

12: Other Planning Matters 

a) None 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

13: Council Insurance. Came and Company had provided three quotations for 

the forthcoming years, insurance which was due in early May. Comparison 

of the three quotations varied between £582 and £977. The cover under 

each policy was the same. Councillors unanimously agreed the cheaper 

quotation, Axa. 

14: Motocross. Mr Spaughton had written complaining about the noise 

emanating the from the recent Motocross meet and the lack of advance 

knowledge of the event. Councillors requested the Clerk advise the 

correspondent that any licencing, noise, planning complaints must be 

followed up with East Northamptonshire Council. The Clerk was asked to 

find out future motocross event dates and publicise on website. 

15: Litter in Lay-by – Woodwell. Mr Turner of Woodwell had written 

complaining about the amount of litter at the layby opposite Woodwell. The 

Clerk was asked to report to ENC 

16: Neighbourhood Watch. Ms Hislop of the Moorings had written requesting 

that the neighbourhood Watch group be allowed to install Neighbourhood 



April 2018  99 

Woodford Parish Council 

watch signs on the Council’s lamp columns. Councillors agreed so long as 

the signs were well above head height. 

17: School Mayday. Correspondence was to hand from the school requesting 

the use of the village green for “Mayday” on 24th May. Councillors agreed, 

but requested due respect be paid to the War Memorial. 

18: Footpath to Greenway. Mr M Vaughan asked why there were “No Cycling” 

signs on this footpath. The Clerk and Mr Stevens advised that this was just 

to reinforce the fact that there should be no cycling on a public footpath. 

Further, without the reinforcement of the law it was unlikely that the 

landowner would have given permission to carry out the works. Mrs 

Robinson asked why only a short length near Church Street had been hard 

surfaced. Mr Stevens answered that the area prone to flooding / becoming 

very soft in the winter months had a short-surfaced path, the remainder of 

the length of path to the “concrete” road leading to glebe Farm was deemed 

to be firm enough for all weather use, additionally the farmer was against 

any further lengths of pathway. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £6,452.18 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £6,458.23 

 Plus   

 WSCC Peppercorn Rent (10 years)  £10.00 

 J Thurston and son funfair Green Rental 2017  £60.00 

 Year End Cash Balance 31 March 2018  £6,528.23 

    

 Less   

 2156 Mr P Bird Clerk £335.00  

 2157 Mrs D Bosworth Litter Picking £86.13  

 2158 Mr D Cullum Groundsman £73.10  

 2159 E.on ¼ Lighting Maintenance £374.58  

 2160 E.on Lighting Repair £28.14  

 2161 Mr D Cullum Fuel reimbursement £29.60  

 DD30 Opus Energy (Lighting Power Supply) £359.58 £1,286.13 

 Balance Carried forward  £5,242.10 

   

 19: It was resolved unanimously that the above accounts be settled. 

20: As at 31st March the Council had outstanding orders totalling £5,626, one 

unpaid invoice outstanding £443 and a VAT refund of £397 giving a 

calculated net carry forward of £1,742. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

21: Mr Stevens had nothing to report although urged Councillors to use the 

Street Doctor service to report potholes. 

 

Report from Playing 

Field 

Representative: 

22: Mr Chapman referred to the success the Club had achieved in obtaining 

grant funding for improvement works to the car park etc. If funding was 

obtained pitch improvements were also planned. He suggested that the 

Council might financially support a small project. The Chairman advised 

the Council was not in the financial position to be able to but application 

could be made to the Temperance Hall Charity 

 

Any other Business: 23: Garage Sale. The Jubilee Committee Garage Sale would be taking place 

on 6th May between 9.30am and midday. The Christmas Fair would take 

place on 1st December and Christmas Tree Light switch on would be the 

following day. Details to follow nearer the time. 

24: Mrs Fothergill said she had mentioned the dangers children were placing 

themselves in playing on the streets at a recent School Governors meeting, 

and it was understood the headteacher had spoken to the pupils. 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

Signed  Dated 


