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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 15th May 2018 in the vestry 

of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.45pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M Hackney, Mrs J 

Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mr A Sharkey, Mr D Sharples, Mr I Vaughan and Mr M 

Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr G Banham, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Stevens, Police, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and 

Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the April Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present. Mr M Vaughan reported he would be raising the 

issue of violent crime at the forthcoming JAG meeting. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

2: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

3: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

5: Internal Audit. Mrs Davies had agreed to undertake the Internal Audit 

on behalf of the Council once again. 

6: School Mayday. The Clerk’s letter to the school advising they may use 

the green for Mayday later in the month was read out, also requesting 

respect be shown to the memorial. 

7: Neighbourhood Watch. The Clerk had written to the co-ordinator 

advising the council had no objection to the placing of NW signs on steel 

lighting columns so long as above head height. 

8: Motocross Noise. The Clerk had responded to Mr Spaughton and had 

also corresponded with ENC who were investigating the situation. Any 

complaints must be made direct o ENC from an affected resident. 

9: Thrapston Band – Woodford Feast. The Band had confirmed they 

would attend the Feast Celebrations but the Clerk had queried the fixed 

charge they proposed to make rather than the normal donation. 

10: Footpath Extension to Woodford Mill. There was no news on the 

manufacturing of the gate. Clerk to follow up. 

11: Lamp in Eady’s Row. This had now been replaced, but an invoice was 

still awaited. 

12: Children’s Playground Repairs. The climbing apparatus had now been 

rebuilt / repaired. An invoice was still awaited. 

 

Election of 

Chairman: 

13: Mr Bird thanked Councillors for their support over the past twelve months 

and stood down from the position of chair. Nominations for the position of 

Chair were sought and Mr Bird was proposed by Mr Hurst, seconded by Mr 

Chapman and there being no further nominations, all Councillors present 

being in favour, and Mr Bird being willing, Mr Bird was duly elected as 

chairman for the forthcoming year. 

 

Election of Vice 

Chairman: 

14: Nominations for the position of vice chairman were sought and Mr Hurst 

proposed Mr Ivor Vaughan be elected as Vice Chair. This was seconded by 

Mr Chapman. There being no further nominations and all in agreement, Mr 

Vaughan being willing to be vice chairman, was duly elected. 

 

Planning Issues: 15: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) None.  

16: New Planning Applications 
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a)  10 Church Street. Pruning of Trees to rear garden (conservation 

area). No objection. 

17: Other Planning Matters 

a) None 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

18: Trees on riverbank near lock. Mr Hawes had written advising he had 

access to bare rooted trees which could be planted near the river. The 

Clerk had made a request to Drayton Estate due to the urgency of the 

matter but had yet to receive a response. 

19: Macmillan Treasure Hunt. Mrs Redden had written requesting 

permission to use the green for a Gazebo to sell tickets from on a 

forthcoming Treasure Hunt (3 June). Councillors had no objection and ask 

Clerk to respond accordingly. 

20: Footpath to Greenway. Mr Cockings had written complaining that there 

was not a hard footpath from Church Street to the Greenway. The Clerk 

was asked to respond with reasoning etc. 

21: Verge Cutting. The Clerk had complained to ENC requesting a date when 

the verges would be cut within the village. Only one cut had so far taken 

place so far. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £5,236.05 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £5,242.10 

 Plus   

 NCC Grant for verge cutting 2017-18  £442.65 

 ENC Precept  £8,500.00 

 Less  £14,184.75 

 2162 Came and Co. Insurance £582.24  

 2163 Mr P Bird (Clerk) £335.00  

 2164 Mrs D Bosworth (Litter Picking) £86.13  

 2165 Mr D Cullum (Groundsman) £132.80  

 2166 Mr D Cullum (Fuel reimbursement) £31.00  

 DD31 Opus Energy (Lighting Power) £306.42 £1,473.59 

 Balance Carried forward  £12,711.16 

   

 22: Mr Sharples proposed, Mr I Vaughan seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Accounts Year 

Ending March 2018: 

23: Annual Governance Statement. Councillors agreed that the Chairman 

sign the Statement approving unanimously the nine statements. 

24: Accounting Statements 2017/18. Councillors noted the figures 

prepared by the Clerk and subject to the Internal Audit currently being 

undertaken, unanimously agreed that the Chairman sign the statement. 

Agreed that any matters identified by the internal auditor would result in 

a special meeting being called to ratify the revised figures in order to 

meet the earlier deadline set by the External Auditor. 

 

Annual Salary 

Review: 

25: Litter Picker. Salary had been increased to £7.83 per hour in line with 

the National Minimum Wage from April 2018. 

26: Groundsman. Mr Sharples proposed that the hourly rate be increased to 

£8.50. Seconded Mr M Vaughan and unanimously agreed. Hire of mower 

to remain at £5ph payable at end of financial year and fuel to be 

reimbursed on receipt of purchase receipt. 

27: Clerk. Clerk advised average hours over the past year were 25 per 

month, slightly down on the previous year of 28 hours per month. Mr M 

Vaughan proposed, seconded by Mr Sharples and unanimously agreed 

that the monthly salary be increased to £350 per month. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

28: Mr Stevens was not present. 
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Report from Playing 

Field Rep: 

29: Mr Chapman reported that the Carpark works were nearing completion at 

the Club premises. 

 

Items from Parish 

Meeting: 

30: No matters were raised at the Parish Meeting requiring further discussion 

by the Parish Council. 

 

Any other Business: 31: Mr Sharples drew attention to the Pound Lane sign near The Green, which 

need attention. Clerk to refer to East Northants Council. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

Signed  Dated 


