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Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th June 2018 in the vestry 

of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M 

Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr A Sharkey, Mr D Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I 

Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr G Banham, Mr M Hackney, Mr M Vaughan, Police, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and 

Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Minutes of Annual 

Parish Meeting: 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held prior to the May Parish Council 

meeting were approved as a true record by those who had attended. 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the May Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present. 

2: The Clerk advised that he understood there had been burglaries in 

Thrapston Road and a car stolen from Mill Road.  

3: There would be a Police Surgery on the village Green from 2.15pm until 

2.45pm on Wednesday 4th July. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

4: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

6: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

7: Complaint re access to new footpath to Greenway. The Clerk had 

responded to the correspondent regarding the accessibility project carried 

out last year. 

8: Thrapston Band. The Clerk had discussed the proposed fee for the band 

on Feast Sunday and agreed that a donation as in previous years would be 

acceptable. Posters advertising the event had already been posted.  

9: Motocross Events. ENC had confirmed that any complaints re the noise of 

the Motocross must be direct from a resident, and no formal complaint had 

been received to date. The event previously scheduled for 1st July had now 

been postponed to 5th November. Events on 8th July and 16th September 

would still go ahead. 

10: Trees along the riverbank. Drayton Estate had not agreed to the planting 

of saplings along the riverbank (alongside bridleway to lock) citing that 

ongoing risk assessments and maintenance created too heavy a burden on 

the Estate. Councillors asked the Clerk to query when a risk assessment 

had last taken place along the bridleway through the shrubbery, which was 

very overgrown. 

11: Silos in Thrapston Road. Mr Horrell, farmer had advised the Clerk that 

these would be dismantled shortly but were presently structurally sound. 

12: Treasure Hunt. The organisers of the recent Macmillan Treasure Hunt had 

written thanking the Council for the use of the village green 

13: Gate at Woodford Mill. Confirmation had been received that the gate was 

currently being manufactured and that delivery would be within seven days. 

The Clerk had written to the land owners explaining the reasons for the 

delay. 

 

Planning Issues: 14: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) Woodford Lodge Farm. Conversion of garages to ancillary 

accommodation. 17/02595/FUL. Permitted 

b) 10 Church Street. Prune Trees overhanging boundary 18/00875/TCA. 

Permitted.  
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15: New Planning Applications 

a) 16 Church Street. Alterations and First Floor Extension. No 

Objection. 

16: Other Planning Matters 

a) Post Office Facelift. The Clerk reported that he had received a 

number of complaints regarding work being carried out at the Post 

Office. The property was located within the village conservation area, 

and the work involved removing the old stone and wooden bay windows 

and installing new uPVC windows (and door) flush with the front of the 

building. With the chairman’s permission this had been referred to East 

Northants Council Planning Enforcement Team for comment on the 

legality of the work. 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

17: Memorial Plaque. The Diamond Jubilee committee had written suggesting 

that their next project be the funding of a memorial plaque complete with 

names honouring those who lost there lives in the First World War. He 

plaque would also draw attention to the memorial plantings made in the old 

recreation ground where the school presently stands and the plaque should 

be located in that area, possibly on the wall. There was little support for the 

idea, mainly due to the fact that Woodford already has two memorials to 

the fallen, and a third was not necessary. The Clerk drew attention to 

correspondence received regarding a memorial seat, and it was resolved 

that this be forwarded to the committee as a suggested project. 

18: Local Government Reorganisation. Briefing Reports had been received 

from East Northants Council. Public consultation would be taking place 

during late June early July and there would also be briefing sessions for 

Town and Parish Councils. The abolition of the County Council had been 

proposed by the Government with two Unitary Councils being proposed as 

replacement; one comprising Daventry, South Northants and Northampton; 

the second comprising the areas covered by East Northants, Kettering, 

Corby and Wellingborough. The likely “creation date” would be April 2020. 

District Elections in 2019 would be postponed for a year, but Parish and 

Town Councils would take place as expected in May 2019. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £12,705.11 

 Interest Account  6.05 

   £12,711.16 

 Plus VAT refund 2017/18  396.89 

   £13,108.05 

 Less   

 2167 Mr P Bird Clerk £350.00  

 2168 Mrs D Bosworth Litter Picker £93.96  

 2169 Mr D Cullum – Greens Maintenance £108.80  

 2170 Mr D Cullum Fuel Reimbursement £33.39  

 2171 E.on Replacement lamp Eady’s Row £816.00  

 2172 Wicksteed Leisure Playground Repairs £3,391.74  

 2173 HMRC – Income Tax £78.60  

 DD32 Opus Energy Lighting Power £293.06 £5,165.55 

 Balance Carried forward  £7,942.50 

   

 19: Mr I Vaughan proposed, Mr Sharples seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

20: The Clerk confirmed the Annual Finance Return had been audited by the 

Internal Auditor who had found no issues with the Return, and the Return 

had duly been submitted in accordance with the timetable. 

21: A quarterly finance statement was circulated showing expenditure against 

budget. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

22: Mr Stevens had no comments to add. 
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Report from Playing 

Field Rep: 

23: Mr Chapman reported that the outdoor improvement works was now 

nearing completion and that there was great demand for the facilities 

from a number of sports teams. It was hoped to have an official “opening” 

in the near future. 

 

Fencing of War 

Memorial 6th - 16th 

July 

24: Councillors agreed that the memorial once again be fenced off during the 

Feast celebrations and that the Clerk obtain best price and organise. Mr 

Chapman, agreed to erect the fencing on 6th July once delivered. 

 

General Data 

Protection 

Regulations: 

25: The Clerk had circulated a Data Protection Policy, Data Retention Policy 

and a Data Privacy Notice. The contents of each document were discussed 

and following minor amendments, Mr Sharples proposed, Mrs Hathaway 

seconded that the Council approve the publication of each document on 

the Council’s website. 

  

Replacement of 

Mercury Lamps: 

26: A quotation had been obtained for either a new LED lamp (£680) or 

Compact fluorescent lamp (£740), in Newtown / Newtown Street or 

Church Green. Budget limitations restricted an order for one lamp only 

and Councillors agreed the Newtown lamp should be replaced first with an 

LED lamp. 

 

Commemorating the 

end of hostilities 

1918: 

27: This subject had been raised following the receipt of information re 

Memorial Benches. As this had been discussed above, agreed to hold the 

matter over until a response was received from Jubilee Committee.  

 

Any other Business: 28: Mr Sharples drew attention to a Community Rehabilitation Scheme which 

may be able to carry out some clearance of overgrown areas within 

Woodford. Agreed that Clerk contact them with a view to tidying Club Lane, 

and possibly Church Street (west end) depending upon equipment available 

to the organisation. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


