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Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 17th July 2018 in the vestry 

of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, 

Mr D Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I Vaughan and Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mrs S Robinson, Mr A Sharkey 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the June Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present however, Mr M Vaughan reported on a recent JAG 

meeting and the fact that two more motorcycles had been seized by the 

Police. He also reported that the Police had advised that the Woodford Ward 

had the third lowest crime figures out of the twenty three wards in East 

Northamptonshire. Consequently, rumours of high crime rates were 

unfounded. 

2: A motorcyclist had been seen riding around the churchyard on 20 June. 

Following the blocking of gates by locals he exited over a wall causing 

damage in the process. The Police had been informed and the crime 

recorded. 

3: Rural Crime reporting. The Police were encouraging rural areas to complete 

an online form to report non-emergency incidents as this would be used to 

create a profile of rural areas in a bid to target rural crime. The form could 

be found at www.northants.police.uk/webform/online-crime-reporting. A 

link was on the Councils website. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

4: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

6: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

7: Greenway Footpath. A date for the installation of the final gate was still 

awaited. Correspondence from Mrs Chalker requested that a no cycling sign 

be placed on the gate once installed. This was agreed. 

8: War Memorial Fencing. This had been installed but the hire costs were 

significantly higher than previous years.  Thanks to Mr Chapman for 

installing. 

9: Replacement lamp Newtown. An order had been placed with E.on. 

10: Memorial Plaque. The Council’s view had been passed on to the Jubilee 

Committee and the Council’s suggestion of a seat had would be discussed 

at their next meeting. 

 

Planning Issues: 11: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) None 

12: New Planning Applications 

a) Scout Hut, Bakers Lane. New Roof and landscaping. No 

objection providing work was carried out within normal working week 

and the roof was of a suitable colour due to being overlooked by many 

neighbouring properties on higher land. 

13: Other Planning Matters 

a) ENC were still understood to be investigating the issue of the new 

windows at the Post Office. 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

14: St Mary’s Churchyard Maintenance. A letter was read out requesting 

the Council consider contributing to the cost of the upkeep of the 

churchyard. The net cost to the church for 2017 was £931. It was resolved 

that a donation be made to the value of £350. 

http://www.northants.police.uk/webform/online-crime-reporting
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15: Saints Alive. Following receipt of an email from the editor of Saints Alive, 

it was proposed and agreed that a donation of £100 be made towards the 

running cost of the Saints Alive magazine. 

16: Tree Preservation Order in Highfield. A Highfield resident had written 

requesting the Council submit an application for a TPO on a large back 

garden pine tree. After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council 

would not make an application as it would not be supported by the 

neighbour who wished to remain anonymous. Additionally, Councillors 

agreed that intervening in a “back garden issue” could set a precedent 

which would be difficult to uphold.  

17: Verge Cutting. The Clerk had complained again to ENC regarding the 

infrequent grass cutting. By the end of June instead of four cuts only two 

had been received. Whilst it was acknowledged the grass had now stopped 

growing due to the dry weather, and only cuts that took place would be 

billed, the council was receiving a service which was no better than the 

default service which would have been supplied by the County Council. 

These comments had been passed to the Contractor. Councillors agreed 

that it may be necessary to engage a different contractor to Turneys. 

18: Dog Fouling – The Leys – Newtown. A complaint had been received 

from a Long Row resident regarding dog fouling in the field at the end of 

Newtown. The Clerk was asked to forward to the Dog Warden and also 

advise the correspondent of the action taken agreeing that whilst being 

irresponsible it was not against the law. 

19: Woodford Feast Fair. The Fair is normally provided by two families, The 

Buggs (Thurstons) and Pearsons. Whilst the booking was made by Mr Bugg 

this year, only the Pearson family had arrived. When realising the Buggs 

would not be in attendance they had called other attractions in who were 

in the area to try and provide some form of entertainment. Councillors 

asked that the Clerk write to Mr Bugg, asking for his explanation and also 

what guarantees he could provide regarding a fair next year. Written 

complaints were also received from two villagers regarding the poor show.  

20: Thrapston Road Speeding. A complaint had been received regarding 

traffic speed in Thrapston Road. The Clerk advised statistics were presently 

being compiled regarding traffic coming into Woodford, and would later be 

recording traffic leaving the village. The device had been in situ since early 

May in active and covert modes, and it was apparent the device had little 

effect on the speed of faster traffic entering the village (40mph plus) 

although there was a slight reduction in the speed of traffic travelling 

between 30 and 40mph.The Clerk would advise the resident once the data 

set was complete. A request was to hand to have the device in Mill Road 

and it would be moved to that location in early August. 

21: Bus Service 16. The County Council had written advising that a new 

service was to be introduced from 23 July. The new service appeared to be 

severely curtailed due to the increased use of the A14. The Clerk was asked 

to write complain to the company and also the County Council regarding 

the revision, lack of consultation and notice. 

22: Winter salting arrangements. NCC had advised that the mill Road route 

out of woodford would only be gritted in times of severe periods of wintery 

weather, however the route through the Addingtons to Islip via woodford 

would continue to be gritted as required. Additionally, two grit bins had 

been earmarked for removal. Woodwell Turn and the footpath between 

Alledge Drive and Thrapston Road. The Clerk was asked to query the basis 

for removal. 

23: Anti-social football on land at Paddock Road. Correspondence 

complaining of unruly games of football on the open land between Paddock 

Road and Windmill Close. The complainant had been advised the this was 

not a Parish Council issue and he should contact the Police. The PCSO had 

also been made aware. 

  

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £7,936.45 

 Interest Account  £6.05 
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   £7,942.50 

 Less   

 2174 Mr P Bird – Clerk £350.00  

 2175 Mrs D Bosworth – Litterpicking £62.64  

 2176 Mr D Cullum – Groundsman £54.40  

 2177 Mr P Bird Reimbursement fencing for feast £270.00  

 DD33 Opus Energy lighting power supply £263.57 £1,000.61 

 Balance Carried forward  £6,941.89 

   

 24: Mr M Vaughan proposed, Mrs Hathaway seconded, and it was 

unanimously agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Report from 

Highways Warden: 

25: Mr Stevens had nothing to report. 

Playing Field Rep’s 

report: 

26: Mr Chapman was not present. 

Local Government 

Reorganisation: 

27: After brief discussion the Council agreed not to make a submission with 

regard to the proposed Unitary Status for Northamptonshire. The 

Chairman encouraged those present to make personal submissions before 

the deadline of 22 July. 

 

Commemoration of 

end of WW1: 

28: This item was deferred until the Jubilee Committee’s proposal was 

received. 

 

Any other Business: 29: Thrapston Band at Woodford Feast. Comment was made that the 

performance was better attended than in previous years, however, it was 

felt that the programme was of a somewhat sombre nature. 

30: Greenway. Mr Stevens advised he was helping ENC in a volunteer role with 

the specification of the upgrade to the Greenway between Woodford Lock 

and Thrapston Nine Arches. 

31: Mrs Fothergill mentioned rumours regarding proposed dog kennelling at 

Manor Farm, Addington Road. Chairman advised the council could not 

comment on “heresay”. 

32: Comment was made that there were a number of vehicles being used for 

“rough sleeping”. 

33: Mrs Fothergill raised the issue of a dog barking most days in the Addington 

Road area. The exact location was not known. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


