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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 21st August 2018 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M 

Hackney, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mr A Sharkey, Mr D Stevens and Mr M 

Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Ms A Valentine, Mr P T Bird (Clerk). 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr I B Vaughan, Mrs S Robinson. 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the July Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

2: Ms Valentine of Alledge Drive asked whether benches could be placed on 

the Playing Field; whether a bench could be placed on the open space in 

Alledge Drive near the sheltered housing; a new dog bin be located near 

the footpath between Alledge Drive and Thrapston Road and also in The 

Leys allotments. Ms Valentine also requested weather proof doors be 

installed on the noticeboard near the Post Office and that the Council 

adopted the Salt Bin near Alledge Drive / Thrapston Road. 

3: Mr Chapman advised that seating was planned for the Recreation Field. The 

Chairman advised that the purchase of a seat and any amendments to the 

noticeboard, if agreed, would need to be budgeted for, as would the 

provision of a dog waste bin although it may be worth considering relocating 

the bin presently in Thrapston Road. This would also need approval from 

neighbouring residents. The salt bin was to be discussed later in the 

meeting.  

4: The chairman also advised that there is insufficient public land near 

Newtown / The Leys to install a dog bin. The closest bins being in Rose 

Terrace or The Leys / Whittlesey Terrace. 

 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

6: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

7: Spraying Children’s Playground. A quotation of £70 was to hand and 

unanimously accepted. 

8: Woodford Feast Fair 2019. Mr Bugg had responded advising that a clash 

of dates resulted in the lack of attractions at Woodford, but that next year 

would be better.  Suggestion was made that the fee charged for the use of 

the village green should be increased (no increase since 1992). 

9: Centrebus Service 16. The County Council advised that as the service 

was unsubsidised, the matters surrounding the service were purely 

commercial, i.e. fares and timetabling of service. The revised timetable was 

now operated by a single vehicle rather than two as in the past. NCC also 

advised that due to the routing of the service there were more services to 

Thrapston than the initial impression, but these would operate from 

Woodford to Thrapston via Kettering, and the provision of “through fares” 

be investigated.  

10: Centrebus had advised that services had changed purely to keep a regular 

service to Kettering. All services operated by Centrebus had been reviewed 

following the loss of funding to many of its services. There were no 

provisions for through fares although network tickets were suggested as 

being options for unlimited travel. Centrebus in their response did not 

respond to the Council concerns over the lack of services to Thrapston. The 

Clerk was asked to follow this up. 

11: Winter Grit Bins Further to the Clerk’s letter to NCC the Woodwell Bin had 

now been reclassified and would be retained. The bin on the footpath 
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between Alledge Drive and Thrapston Road despite being “rescored” still 

did not rank high enough to be retained. 

12: Footpath near Woodford Mill (Ringstead). The contractor had advised 

the installation would take place during the latter part of August or early 

September. The Clerk advised Mrs Chalker had telephoned raising concerns 

that whilst many people were enjoying the footpath a number of cyclists 

were still breaking the law and requested that additional signage be 

provided. Councillors agreed in principal but would revisit once final gate 

was installed and footpath gradient improved at the mill. 

 

Planning Issues: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** Declaration of 

interest *** 

13: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) Scout Hut, Bakers Lane, Woodford. New roof and landscaping to 

front of property. 18/01019/FUL. Permitted 

b) 16 Church Street, Woodford. First Floor extension and remedial 

works. 18/00956/FUL. Permitted 

14: New Planning Applications 

a) 28 Mill Road. Two Storey extension to rear 18/01385/FUL. No 

Objection 

Mr M Hackney declared an interest and took no part in the discussion 

or decision making, due to being related to the applicant. 

15: Other Planning Matters 

a) None 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

16: Proposed Dog Kennels. A letter was to hand from “Wellidog” requesting 

the opportunity to talk to the Parish Council and introduce the organisation. 

Councillors suggested it would be more appropriate to attend once a 

Planning Application had been made. 

17: A letter objecting to the proposed kennel development from a house owner 

was read out. The Clerk was asked to acknowledge and advise the Council 

would debate the matter once a formal Planning Application was made to 

East Northants Council. 

18: Drainage Works to Playing Fields. A letter was to hand requesting the 

Parish Council support the Club’s application for funding of drainage works 

to football pitches. Councillors unanimously agreed and asked the Clerk to 

write an appropriate letter in support. 

 

Finance: 19: Donation to Thrapston Town Band. Councillors agreed to donate £120 

to the band for their performance on Woodford Feast Sunday. Proposed Mrs 

Hathaway, seconded Mr M Vaughan and unanimously agreed. 

 

 Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £6,935.84 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £6,941.89 

 Less   

 2178 Mr P Bird – Clerk £350.00  

 2179 Mrs D Bosworth – Litter Picking £93.96  

 2180 Mr D Cullum – Groundsman £27.20  

 2181 E.on Lighting maintenance £371.59  

 2182 St Mary’s Church Donation £350.00  

 2183 Saints Alive Donation £100.00  

 2184 Thrapston Town Band Donation £120.00  

 DD34 Opus Energy Lighting Power £265.08 £1,557.83 

 Balance Carried forward  £5,384.06 

   

 20: Mrs Fothergill proposed, Mrs Hathaway seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

21: Mr Stevens drew attention to a recent accident involving a car leaving the 

road in Addington Road. He asked that the Parish Council request a safety 

audit on this road. The Clerk was asked to formally request. 
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Retention of Grit Bin 

Alledge Drive / 

Thrapston Road. 

22: Councillors discussed adopting the Grit Bin once NCC decommissioned it. 

The cost of refilling was estimated to be between £40 and £50 per year. 

Unanimously agreed that the Parish Council adopt the bin and be 

responsible for refilling. 

 

Report from Playing 

Field 

Representative: 

23: Mr Chapman reported on the works being carried out within the club 

buildings. 

24: Mr Chapman requested that Playground Supplies be considered to provide 

a Playground Safety Report, when required. 

 

Memorial Seat for 

Village Green: 

25: The Diamond Jubilee Committee proposed a memorial seat for location 

near the war memorial. This was wholeheartedly supported by the Parish 

Council and the Clerk was asked to place the order on the group’s behalf. 

 

Commemoration of 

the end of WW1: 

26: It was resolved that a second seat should be purchased to compliment the 

DJC seat (above). Mr Hackney suggested the Council approach the 

Temperance Hall Charity as a source of potential funding for this seat. 

Clerk to write as appropriate. The locations of both seats to be agreed at a 

later date. Once the seats were in place the future of the existing seat on 

the green should be reviewed. 

 

Any other Business: 27: Mrs Fothergill raised the issue of the overgrown hedge at Fairy Hill, Church 

Green. 

28: Concerns were raised over vehicles mounting the pavement near the end 

of Sunnyside, and the potential danger to pedestrians. The Clerk was asked 

to write to NCC Highways regarding the siting of a further bollard on the 

pavement. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


