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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th March 2019 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M 

Hackney, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mr D Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I 

Vaughan and Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mrs S Robinson and Mr A Sharkey 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the February Parish Council meeting having been circulated, 

were agreed as a true record by those present. It was resolved that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: Police were not present. 

2: Mr M Vaughan (JAG Rep) drew attention to circulated emails regarding 

recent crimes in the area and also the increased number of vehicle crimes 

in the district. 

3: A Police “drop-in surgery” would take place on the afternoon of 3rd April 

near the village green. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

4: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

6: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

7: Litter Pick. Mr Stevens reminded Councillors that the litter pick would take 

place on 23rd March at 10am. A Mr Sudworth, who has been voluntarily litter 

picking outside the 30mph zone had sent apologies.  

8: Insurance Review. The Clerk was asked to obtain updated quotation with 

items no longer owned removed form the schedule. It was agreed not to 

include the new seats but to “self-insure” 

9: High Street – west of Green. A response was still awaited from 

Highways. 

10: Asset of Community Value. ENC had advised that they would not be 

relisting the Prince of Wales as an Asset of community value. Their opinion 

was that as there had been no interest during the past five years there 

wouldn’t be any on the future. 

11: Erosion of village green near Daventry Close. Mr Stevens reported on 

a meeting with the Clerk and N R Groundworks, who would be willing to 

provide a quotation for “increased height” angled kerbs. 

12: Grounds Maintenance. The Clerk read out two references for R&G and in 

accordance with the Councils request at the February meeting engaged R&G 

to carry out the works. R&G had visited the village and viewed the areas 

requiring cutting. The company were also keen to offer other services 

should they be required, including fencing and spraying. 

 

Planning Issues: 13: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a)  5 West Street – rear extension 18/02407/FUL Permitted. 

14: New Planning Applications 

a)  The Old Rectory – Tree works to Beech tree rear of plot. 

19/00343/TCA - No Objection 

15: Other Planning Matters 

a) None 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

16: “Beat the Street” game. The equipment had now been installed and the 

district wide event was to be launched on 27th March at ENC offices. 

17: Woodford Fair. The Clerk had received information that John Bugg 

(Thurston’s Fair) had sold all his large rides consequently it was unlikely he 

would be visiting Woodford however, it might be “sublet”. Councillors, 
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following discussion, agreed it was too late to change any arrangements for 

this year, however, as Mr Bugg had advised that this year would be “bigger 

and better” he would need to be given the benefit of doubt. If he did not 

deliver then the Council would discuss the future fairs after this summer. 

18: Paddock Road Play Area. Two letters of complaint had been received 

regarding various toys, play activities and clothes being left on the Council’s 

land between Paddock Road and Windmill Close. The Clerk was asked to 

make enquiries as to who may have left the items and write to them asking 

that they take belongings home when they had finished. 

19: Dedicated PCSO Service. The PCC had written advising that Councils 

could employ their own PCSO either full or part time, who would spend the 

majority of their time in the Parish. The full-time cost would be £32,245 per 

year. Councillors declined to follow up. 

20: Underground Cable. Western Power advised that they needed to install a 

new supply cable between a location close to the former Infant School and 

a location near Manor Farm in Addington Road. Much of the cable would be 

routed beneath the village green. The date of the works had yet to be 

scheduled. Drayton Estate had been informed. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £4,092.65 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £4,098.70 

 Less   

 2215 Mr P Bird – Clerk £350.00  

 2216 Mrs D Bosworth – Litter Picking £70.47  

 2217 E.on  - lamp repair £28.16  

 2218 Mr D Cullum Lawnmower hire (2018-19) £405.00  

 2219 Woodford Baptist Church (Hire of Room) £72.00  

 2220 Mr P Bird (Administration reimbursements) £125.95  

 2221 Wicksteed Leisure (Playground Inspection) £54.00  

 DD41 Opus Energy £350.45 £1,456.03 

 Balance Carried forward  £2,642.67 

   

 21: Councillors unanimously agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

22: Mr Stevens had no further matters to report. 

Playground Safety 

Report: 

23: The safety report was discussed. The only item requiring attention was 

the painting of the roundabout. Agreed to revisit in the summer. 

 

Risk Assessment 

Report: 

24: The Clerk reported verbally on the sate of the council’s assets. A number 

of issues may need to be addressed in the coming year, including, 

respraying the children’s playground, attending to a number of broken 

posts around the play area in the Paddocks and reviewing the need for 

repainting the telephone box in the High Street. In order to ensure 

continued use the Clerk had replaced the “time-expired” “pads” in the 

defibrillator (cost included in the Administration reimbursements above). 

 

Any other Business: 25: VAT Reclaim. Mr Banham asked whether the Council would be affected by 

the new VAT reclaim rules. The Clerk advised that there would be no 

changes to the way VAT was reclaimed at the present time. 

26: Untaxed vehicles. Attention was drawn to a number of vehicles parked on 

the side of the High Street which were unroadworthy, and possibly untaxed. 

Clerk to include in Saints Alive magazine article. 

27: Fly-tipping. The Clerk reported that about a dozen car tyres had been 

dumped in Kettering Road. Reported to ENC who removed them promptly. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.35pm. 

 

Signed  Dated 


