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Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 18th June 2019 in the vestry 

of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J 

Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Stevens, Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mrs J Thorpe, Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr I Vaughan, Mr D Sharples, Mr M Hackney, Police, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and 

Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Minutes of Annual 

Parish Meeting: 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting having been circulated, were agreed 

as a true record by those present. The record was duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the May Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

1: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

2: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Comments from 

Electors: 

3: Mrs Thorpe attended the meeting to express concern regarding the parking 

issues faced by residents around the Green, and in the High Street. She 

was of the opinion that the whole issue was not related to clients of The 

Dukes Arms. She also apologised for occasionally parking on the green near 

her house but this was only to empty her vehicle. 

4: Mrs Thorpe suggested a committee of residents and Parish Councillors be 

convened to investigate potential options. The Chairman thanked her for 

attending and advised the Council would discuss options before responding. 

 

Police Report: 5: Mr Hurst drew attention to rumours of persons being attacked in Newtown. 

6: The Clerk provided statistics of vehicles speeding in Mill Road. The recording 

site was near the Paddock Road junction. The top speed was over 60 mph, 

and the 85th percentile was 37mph. The average speed was 30mph. Mr M 

Vaughan advised he would raise at the next JAG meeting. 

 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

7: Parish Councillor Vacancy. The Vacancy following the resignation of Mr 

Sharkey had been advertised. ENC had advised that an election had not 

been called so the Council was free to advertise for a suitable candidate for 

Co-option. Clerk advised a notice would be place on both notice boards and 

Saints Alive with a closing date of 11th July. 

8: Parking in High Street. The Clerk had written to NCC seeking advice 

regarding Residents Parking Schemes and general difficulties faced by 

residents living near the green and on the west side of the High Street 

between the Green and School.  

Mrs Hancock had written querying the extent of the land classified as 

Highway and asked whether a small sign could be placed somewhere near 

the trees advising the land was Resident only Parking. Councillors 

suggested this would not be legally permissible unless by-laws were 

introduced. Clerk to contact NCC Highways regarding the extent of what 

actions the Council can legally perform. 

9: Verges. The standard of verge cutting in early June was not as good as 

previous months. A number of areas had been missed, strimming around 

road signs and electric poles not carried out and cut grass not blown from 

the pavements. Clerk was asked to contact contractor and express council’s 

concerns. 

10: Mayday. The Clerk had written to the school confirming they could use 

village green for their celebrations in June. 

11: Yarn bombing. The Clerk had advised the WI that the wreaths from last 

November would be removed by end of June in preparation for the “yarn 

bombing”. 
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12: Land in Highfield. The Clerk had written to the Grand Union Housing 

Association regarding land in Highfield. No Response Received. The Clerk 

had also written to the enquirer advising that his concerns regarding trees 

could be followed up by the Council if further details were received, 

alternatively they could be reported directly to NCC Highways. 

13: Parking on Village Green. The Clerk’s letter requesting that the resident 

identified as frequently parking on the village green was read out. 

14: Erosion of the Village Green. An email from NCC highways suggested 

that they would support the introduction of a double height kerb and the 

Clerk was asked to follow up initially with Drayton Estate, and if positive, 

ask NCC Highways to assess. 

15: Snooker Club. The Clerk’s letter in support of the Snooker Club’s 

application for funding was read out. 

 

Planning Issues: 16: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a)  Post office. Retrospective Planning Permission had been awarded for 

the replacement windows 

17: New Planning Applications 

a)  None 

18: Other Planning Matters 

a) None 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

19: Grass Cutting and Parking. Mr Bester had written advising the grass near 

his home had been omitted from the recent cut. The Clerk was asked to 

respond advising the matter was being followed up with the contractor. The 

resident also asked whether anything could be done regarding the “free for 

all” parking on land to the west of the high Street between the Green and 

School. Councillors asked the Clerk to respond the several lines of enquiry 

were being followed at present and the council would respond further once 

more information was to hand. 

20: Large vehicles turning in Alledge Drive. A letter from Mr Spaughton 

seeking assistance from the Council to deal with large vehicles turning close 

to his house in Alledge Drive was read out. The Clerk had acknowledged 

the email, but a second email informed the resident had contacted the bus 

companies complaining and the problem appeared to have ceased. He 

advised that once he had photographic evidence he make contact again. 

21: Grass cutting. Mr Judkins of Mill Road had written complaining the 

standard of grass cutting in Mill Road (see para 10 above) and the amount 

of grass left on the pavements. He also asked whether more regular cuts 

could be made or that the Council purchase a mower for residents to use. 

Clerk had responded advising that the Council was seeking answers from 

the contractor. Councillors asked the clerk to respond that the cost of 

purchasing a suitable mower, and insurance issues would make the 

suggestion unviable. Additional cuts were an option but the additional cost 

precluded such actions this financial year. 

22: Defibrillator checking. East Northants Community First Responders had 

written advising they would be willing to carry out monthly checks on the 

Council’s defibrillator. Councillors agreed to accept the offer. 

23: Saints Alive. The July Edition would be a split version with one edition 

being published at the end of June and a follow up version, w/c 8th June. 

NB at the time of this meeting the copy deadline for the first edition had 

already passed 

24: Pound lane lamp. A resident of Daventry Close had written complaining 

about the brightness of the light in Pound Lane asking whether it could be 

“toned down”. Councillors asked the Clerk to respond seeking confirmation 

that the resident has taken all steps  

25: Recycling Bin Location. A representative of Scope had written seeking 

potential sites for recycling bins. It was suggested the Club Car Park might 

be viable and the Clerk was asked to forward the email to the secretary of 

the Woodford Sports Complex. 

26: Unitary Status. The latest information regarding Unitary Status was 

received. Council Elections for the new Councils (and also Parishes) would 
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take place in May 2020 with the new Unitary Authorities coming into effect 

on 1 April 2021. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £11,993.62 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £11,999.67 

 Less   

 2234 Mr P Bird Clerk £360.00  

 2235 R&G - Verge Maintenance £315.87  

 2236 Mr D Cullum - Grass cutting £140.00  

 2237 HMRC Income Tax £101.20  

 DD44 Opus Energy Lighting Power £316.79 £1,233.86 

 Balance Carried forward  £10,765.81 

   

 27: Mr M Vaughan proposed, Mrs Robinson seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

28: Governance statement. The Governance Statement relating to the 

Council’s actions during the previous financial year 2018/19 was 

considered, agreed and signed by the Clerk and Chairman 

29: Accounting statement. Following the Internal Audit Councillors agreed 

unanimously that the Accounting Statement be signed as appropriate and 

published on the Councils’ Website. Furthermore, it was agreed the 

Chairman sign the statement advising the External Auditor that the 

Council sought exemption from an external audit this year. The Clerk 

advised all accounting statements would be published before 30th June on 

the Councils website. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

30: Mr Stevens had nothing to report 

Report from Playing 

Field Representative 

31: Mr Chapman had no matters to report 

Need for Safety 

Fencing on Green 

during feast visit 

32: The need for fencing around the War Memorial during the Fete and 

subsequent visit of the fair was discussed together with a potential 

supplier. It was agreed that fencing would not be hired this year as there 

was additional protection to the memorial following the installation of 

benches and increasing the fencing to incorporate the seats would 

significantly increase the cost. 

 

Outstanding Works 

from Previous 

years: 

33: Outstanding items from previous years included  

a) installation of seat at top of Old Kettering Road (September 2016 

minutes) 

b) repairs to fence around Paddock Road play area (Feb 2018), 

c) locating bench in Alledge Drive (Aug 2018),  

d) relocation of dog waste bin in Thrapston Road (Aug 2018),  

e) landscaping around War Memorial (Oct 2018),  

Councillors discussed the merits of these items and agreed that quotations for 

items (b) and (e) be obtained for the next meeting. 

 

Any other Business: 34: Playground Spraying. The Clerk advised that the weed-growth around 

the children’s play area was quite tall and could do with spraying. It was 

agreed that this should be considered as routine maintenance and the Clerk 

was requested to organise using Mr Incles as last year. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.05pm. 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


