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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 16th July 2019 in the vestry 
of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M 

Hackney, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mr D Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I 
Vaughan, Mr M Vaughan. 
 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 
 

Apologies for 
absence: 

Mrs Robinson 
 

Minutes of last 
meeting: 

The minutes of the June Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 
agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 
Chairman sign them as such. 
 

Police / JAG Report: 1: No Police were present. Mr M Vaughan reported on the recent Joint Action 
Group meeting. The Police were concentrating on organised crime linked to 
the supply of drugs, and anti-social behaviour. 
 

Comments from 
Electors: 

2: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 
Comments: 

3: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 
Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 
the minutes: 

5: Accounts 2018-19. The accounts summary had been submitted to the 
external auditor and they had confirmed no further action would be taken 
as the turnover was less than £25,000. 

6: WI Yarn Bombing. A number of installations had been made around the 
village. These would be removed by end of July. 

7: Verge Cutting. A number of areas had been missed on the July cut. The 
Clerk had forwarded a plan and the contractor advised they would make 
amends. 

8: School Mayday. The school had written advising they did not use the green 
for their Mayday celebration in June, choosing the playground due to the 
uncertain weather. 

9: Pound Lane Light. The Clerk had written to the resident who had 
complained about the brightness of the Pound Lane Lamp. No response. 

10: Clothing Recycling bin. The request for a “Scope” recycling bin had been 
referred to the Sports Club. The Club had responded that a bin from a 
different charity had recently been installed. 
  

Planning Issues: 11: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 
a) None  

12: New Planning Applications 
a) 75 High Street – 19/01026/TCA. Reduction of willow and removal of 

willow from rear garden. As the garden was enclosed and the trees 
barely visible no objection was raised. 

b) 8 Pleasant Row – 19/00884/FUL. Demolition and reconstruction of 
porch. No Objection. 

c) 99A High Street. Conservatory extension 19/01065/FUL. No 
Objection. 

13: Other Planning Matters 
a) None 

 
New 
Correspondence: 

14: Wedding Parking Church Green 29 August 2020. A request had been 
received from Mrs Becks to use Church Green for overflow parking for a 
wedding. No objections raised so long as care is taken. Clerk to advise Mrs 
Becks of normal conditions. 

15: Anti-Social Behaviour Paddock Road. The Clerk reported he had 
received a number of complaints regarding children’s behaviour on the 
green in Paddock Road. The Clerk had met with the PCSO and corresponded 
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with Community Safety at East Northants Council. They had agreed to 
investigate further. 

16: Overgrown Footpaths to Woodford Lock. Footpaths to the lock from 
Church Street had been reported as overgrown. The Clerk had reported to 
the Highways / Footpath team at Northampton. 

17: Draft Right of Way Improvement Plan. Consultation was now underway 
and the document was available on the County Council website. 

18: Parish Path Warden. The Council had been asked to nominate a Parish 
Path Warden. It was suggested Mr J Hawes might be interested. The Clerk 
was asked to contact him. 

19: Speeding Mill Road. Mr G Bosworth had written regarding the speeding 
in Mill Road requesting a chicane be installed. The Clerk was asked to write 
and explain that County Highways cannot install chicanes where residents 
have driveways as access would be inhibited, also advising why speed 
bumps are not an option. 

20: Anti-Climb Paint. Representations had been received regarding the use of 
anti-climb paint on a low wall. The Clerk had been advised by the Police and 
Community Safety that whilst the use of such paint below two metres is not 
advised, it is not a criminal offence. Anyone suffering damage should take 
the matter up with the home owner. 

21: Dropped Kerb – Thrapston Rd. Mr D Incles had asked whether the 
Council would support his application for a dropped kerb in front of his 
home. Councillors agreed that any measures to assist with off road parking 
would be welcomed. 
 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   
 Current Account  £10,759.76 
 Interest Account  £6.05 
   £10,765.81
 Less   
 2238 Mr P Bird – Clerk £360.00  
 2239 Mrs D Bosworth Litter Picking (2 months) £151.89  
 2240 Mr Cullum £112.00  
 2241 R&G Verge cutting £268.19  
 2242 Mr D Incles (spraying children’s playground) £70.00  
 2243 E.on maintenance agreement quarterly £371.59  
 2244 E.on Lamp repair £37.52  
 2245 Mr D Cullum Fuel reimbursement £31.06  
 DD45 Opus Energy Lighting power (month) £286.18 £1,688.43 
 Balance Carried forward  £9,077.38
   
 22: Mr G Banham proposed, Mr I Vaughan seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 
23: Payments to the end of June were in line with expectation. Approximately, 

£5,000 was still held in reserve from previous years. 
24: Opus Energy had advised that their power was now totally sourced from 

renewable resources. 
 

Co-option of Parish 
Councillor: 

25: Two applications for the vacant position had been received, from Ms A 
Bond of Long Row and Mrs R Hancock of High Street. Following a secret 
ballot and counting of votes Mrs Hancock was duly co-opted. The Clerk 
was asked to make the necessary arrangements and advise Ms Bond of 
her unsuccessful bid. 
 

Woodford Feast 
Fair: 

26: Following the non-arrival of the fair (cancelling about a week beforehand) 
Councillors discussed the options for future years. The Clerk advised that 
some “fairs” have a right to hold a fair, whilst others need to be invited. It 
is not clear which of these two categories John Bugg / Thurston’s falls 
into. The Clerk suggested Mr J Hawes might have more knowledge 
regarding the etiquette of fairs etc and it was agreed to invite him to the 
next meeting. 
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Parking on Village 
Green: 

27: Councillors once again discussed parking around the village green. In 
summary there are two parking issues: parking on the village greens 
(grassed areas) by visitors to the village, lack of on road parking due to 
cars either being displaced from side roads due to lack of space there, or 
residents failing to utilise their own off-road spaces. 

28:  Resident’s parking schemes for the area around the green had been 
suggested by NCC as an option however, there would need to be at least 
50% of properties in the scheme area without off road parking within 
200m of each home. This could not be met in this part of Woodford. Even 
if this could be met there was the issue of enforcement. Introduction of 
bylaws, was a lengthy procedure and NCC were sceptical about the 
success as once again there was the issue of enforcement. NCC were not 
against the introduction of bollards to prevent parking on the greens, 
which would not inhibit vehicles being parked on the road, however, 
would wish to approve any scheme considered. The Clerk was asked to 
investigate costs and also consult with the landowner. 

29: The area beneath the trees in the High Street, may be able to hold more 
vehicles, if parking was more regimented, however the Clerk was asked to 
find out whether there was a standard size parking space. This idea would 
obviously require an improved surface and lines being applied. 

30: Mrs Thorpe’s suggestion of a working party (June 2019) involving the 
Parish Council and residents, did not find favour as councillors were of the 
opinion that had been explored, however, should any resident wish to 
make suggestions to the Council, then the Council would be willing to 
listen. 
 

Report from 
Highways Warden: 

31: Mr Stevens had nothing to report. 

Report from Playing 
Field Rep: 

32: Mr Chapman had no comments to make. 

Any other Business: 33: The state of land in front of the West Street Garages was raised. Councillors 
agreed that if this was private land then this was a matter for tenants to 
take up with the garage owners. 

34: A new “swing” had been installed on a tree in Highfield. It was reported that 
some residents considered it to be dangerous as it swung into the road. 
Agreed that this was a matter for highways or the tree owner. It was not a 
Parish Council issue. No further action.  

 
There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
 
 
 

Signed  Dated 


