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Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 20th August 2019 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mr M Hackney, Mrs J 

Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I 

Vaughan, Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: B Ellis, N Ellis, K Shepherd, R Rogers, L Aistrop, D Quincey, C Hughes, M Grey, 

S Aldridge, S Hedley, G Hedley, L Ashley-Clarke, K Sharkey, M Tetts, B 

Lockley, R Goodband, B Knight, D Smith, J Rey, P Cross, G Hall, J Mead.  

C Bannard, A Johnson (representing Wellingborough Dog Welfare–“Wellidogs”) 

P T Bird (Clerk). 

Mr J Hawes attended later. 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mrs Fothergill, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S Hughes (NCC) Mrs Hancock 

(Parish Councillor Elect) 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the July Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: The Police were not present. 

2: Mr M Vaughan drew attention to a number of crimes committed in 

neighbouring villages – mainly involving vehicles 

3: Mr Sharples mentioned a number of sheds on the Newtown allotments had 

been broken into. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

4: The Chairman advised those present that the meeting was a Parish Council 

Meeting and the courtesy was extended for those present to make 

representations to Parish Councillors. Councillors would be discussing the 

planning application for a Dog Kennel Facility later in the meeting. 

Furthermore, the meeting was not a public meeting for open debate. 

5: A number of the residents listed above, and representatives of 

Wellingborough Dog Welfare addressed Parish Councillors concerning the 

aforementioned planning applications. Residents raised concerns including, 

noise (exacerbated by the prevailing wind from site towards the village), 

poor access from the highway, suitability of access route (single track 

unmade with no passing points), water run-off and flood risk, green field 

development, non-agricultural development in open countryside, close 

proximity to village, odours, effect on neighbouring businesses, night-time 

security and monitoring of unattended site and accessibility for emergency 

vehicles. Concern was also voiced that given the amount of land available 

this application may only be phase 1. Additionally, the way the application 

had been advertised was criticised and fact that the pre application advice 

and the planning application appeared to suggest East Northants Council 

would benefit directly from the development if permitted.  

6: Representatives of “Wellidogs” sought to allay residents’ fears citing that 

no agreement was in place with ENC and the that noise would not be an 

issue as the site was well away from the village, there would be a limited 

number of vehicles attending the site, the kennels would be closed up at 

night, but monitored remotely. Storm and effluent runoff would be 

contained within a septic tank and all exercising would take place indoors.  

7: A number of residents expressed support for the work carried out by the 

charity, but that this was the wrong location for such a venture, which 

appeared to have been purchased prior to the necessary research being 

carried out. 

8: The chairman invited those present to stay for the rest of the meeting but 

reminded them that public participation had now ended. The majority of 

visitors withdrew. 

 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

9: Cllr Hughes was not present 
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Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

10: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

11: Speeding Mill Road. KierWSP had advised that there may be a fund 

available to which the Parish Council could apply for funding for road safety 

measures. Kier would be able to create drawings and costings. Councillors 

agreed that the Clerk investigate this option and prepare an application. 

12: “Bright” Street light Pound Lane. The resident had advised that despite 

using curtains the light still appeared to be very bright. The Clerk was asked 

to investigate whether E.on could either reduce the brightness, or provide 

a light baffle, and at what cost. 

13: Meeting Drayton Estate. A meeting with Drayton Estate Land Agent was 

scheduled for 1pm on 28th August to discuss kerbs and bollards. 

14: Bollards around Green. The clerk circulated photographs of bollard 

designs costing approximately £13 each. Examples could be found at 

Irchester and Little Harrowden. 

 

Planning Issues: 15: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) 75 High Street. 19/01026/TCA. various tree-works. Permitted  

16: New Planning Applications 

a) Rear 6 Addington Road. 19/01095/FUL Triple garage with first floor 

storage. No objection so long as property was not used for 

commercial use and that the garage remained “ancillary” to the main 

dwelling  

b) Land in Addington Road. 2x20 kennel blocks, exercise building, 

ancillary buildings car park etc. 19/01238/FUL. The Clerk drew 

attention to a number of copy objection letters received from village 

residents highlighting Noise, inadequate noise and traffic surveys, poor 

access to highway, a car park many times the size of anticipated 

vehicles on site, poor access track unsuitable for emergency vehicles, 

development in open countryside, lack of odour control, effluent 

overflow into ditch and subsequently river, effect of local residents’ 

livelihoods and ability to enjoy peaceful atmosphere of village location.  

The matter was discussed at length by Councillors. It was unanimously 

resolved that the Parish Council object to the application and the Clerk 

was asked to prepare a letter of objection based upon any number of 

the aforementioned factors. 

17: Other Planning Matters 

a) None 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

18: Maintenance of the Churchyard. The PCC had written requesting a 

donation towards the upkeep of the Churchyard. A net deficit of £1,509 was 

incurred for 2018. The matter was discussed, but the value of a donation 

was not resolved and the Clerk was asked to include on the next agenda. 

19: Vintage Fair / Festival. The Sports Club was organising a festival to be 

held on the sports-field Spring Bank Holiday weekend. Councillors had no 

objection but suggested that residents are proactively informed from an 

early stage due to the access. 

20: Access Path to Greenway. It was reported that a number of no cycling 

signs had been vandalised along the footpath. The Clerk was asked to 

include a message in the next Saints Alive advising that this was dangerous 

and against the law. 

21: Bus Service 16. It was understood that Centrebus were withdrawing from 

the Corby depot from the end of October. The Clerk had received assurance 

from NCC that a replacement contractor was being sought. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £9,071.33 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £9,077.38 

 Plus VAT refund  £463.82 

   £9,541.20 
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Less 

 2246 Mr P Bird Clerk £360.00  

 2247 Mrs D Bosworth – Litter Picking £82.10  

 2248 Mr D Cullum Grass Cutting £84.00  

 2249 R&G Verge Cutting £268.19  

 DD46 Opus Energy – Street Lighting £289.94 £1,084.23 

 Balance Carried forward  £8,456.97 

   

 22: Mr Sharples proposed, Mr I Vaughan seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Report from 

Highways Warden: 

23: Mr Stevens had nothing to report 

War Memorial 

Landscaping: 

24: Three prices ranging from £790 to £1,595 were presented by the Clerk. 

The specification was to lay an approach path between the seats to the 

south side of the memorial (nominally 8 feet by 4 feet), relay the slabs to 

the northside and relevel / re-turf the sunken area around the memorial. 

25: Agreed that the work be carried out by Mr D Incles of Woodford and be 

funded from reserves. 

 

Future of the Fair: 26: Mr J Hawes (in attendance at the council’s request) advised the council on 

what he knew of Fairground Rights, and the Showmen’s Guild. Councillors 

agreed that the Clerk write to the Showmen’s Guild expressing the 

difficulties encountered over the past two summers to gain their view of a 

way forward for future events. 

 

Any other Business: 27: A number of hedges around the village were mentioned as encroaching onto 

footpaths. The Clerk was asked to include in the next article of Saints Alive. 

28: It was agreed to advance the street lighting project, and the Clerk was 

asked to affirm design and prices with E.on. Item to be included on the 

agenda for the next meeting. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


