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Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 17th September 2019 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M Hackney, Mrs R 

Hancock, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr A Sharkey, Mr D 

Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I Vaughan, Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mrs C Hughes, Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr Banham, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Signing of 

Declaration: 

The Chairman welcomed Mrs Hancock to her first meeting and Mrs Hancock duly 

signed her Declaration of Office. 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the August Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present. Mr Vaughan advised the next JAG Meeting was on 

the following Friday. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

2: Mrs Hughes had no comments and just wished to observe the meeting. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

3: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

5: Landscaping around War Memorial. Mr Incles had advised the work 

would be carried out towards the end of the September. 

6: Meeting with Drayton Estate re village green. Deferred until later in 

the month due to unavailability. 

7: Future of the Fair. The Clerk had written to the Showman’s Guild 

regarding the problems encountered over the past two years. They had 

responded asking for details of the rent charged, and advising they may be 

able to help. Councillors agreed that as the rent had been unchanged for 

over 25 years at £60 the sum of £100 would not be unreasonable. 

8: A member of the public (who had attended the August meeting) had written 

advising that they had coincidentally met a member of the guild elsewhere 

in the country who had advised her that John Bugg was no longer a 

travelling concern and probably could not be relied upon in the future to 

provide a fair. 

9: September Grass cut. A number of areas in the high Street were again 

missed by the groundsman and the Clerk had complained to R&G. They had 

responded with a photo showing that due to the number of parked cars in 

the High Street it had been impossible for them to access the grass to 

maintain it. 

10: Addington Road Kennels. The Clerk’s letter of objection was eluded to, 

but not read out. It was understood that the application would be dealt with 

by the Planning Committee. Mr Stevens suggested that a councillor be 

nominated to attend the meeting and speak on behalf of the Parish Council. 

It was agreed that depending upon the date of the committee meeting that 

either he or Mr Banham would attend on behalf of the Parish Council. 

11: Lamp Pound Lane. E.on advised due to the type of lamp installed it was 

not possible to reduce the brightness. The Clerk was authorised to request 

a deflector to be installed. 

12: Unitary Status. There had been no further updates to the progress of the 

introduction of unitary status at County / District levels of Local 

Government. 

13: Bus Service. No further information had been received regarding the 

revised service once the Centrebus service ceases at the end of October. 

 

Planning Issues: 14: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 
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a) 99A High Street – Construction of conservatory 19/1065/FUL 

Permitted. 

15: New Planning Applications 

a) None. 

16: Other Planning Matters 

a) Re Kennels in Addington Road. The consultation period had been 

lengthened due to incorrect information being published on Public 

Notices. 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

17: Flooding Paddock Road / Windmill Close. ENC had written advising that 

they had been unsuccessful in obtaining funding for flood alleviation in 

Windmill Close and provided a position statement. The statement suggested 

that “Pathfinder Funding” from NCC might meet the cost of works or 

through a Neighbourhood Plan the Council may be able to identify potential 

sites for development which in itself would generate funding for flood 

alleviation works. Due to the length of the report and the fact it had been 

received on that day only it was agreed the Clerk would email the document 

to all Parish Councillors for discussion at the next meeting.  

18: Neighbourhood Planning. A discussion took place regarding 

Neighbourhood Plans in general and the Clerk was asked to invite Mr Burton 

to discuss the merits of Neighbourhood Plans at a future Parish Council 

Meeting. 

19: Trees in Highfield. ENC had forwarded a complaint regarding overgrown 

trees in Highfield. The Clerk advised that the matter had been referred to 

Street Doctor. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £8,450.92 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £8,456.97 

 Less   

 2250 Mr P Bird - Clerk £360.00  

 2251 R&G Landscapes – verge cutting £363.55  

 2252 MRs D Bosworth – Litter Picking £49.26  

 2253 Mr D Cullum – grass cutting £49.05  

 2254 HMRC Income Tax £61.20  

 2255 Mr D Cullum – fuel reimbursement £32.88  

 DD47 Opus Energy £288.50 £1,204.44 

 Balance Carried forward  £7,252.53 

   

 20: Mr Stevens proposed, Mrs Robinson seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Donation re 

Maintenance of 

Churchyard Royal 

British Legion and 

Saints Alive: 

21: After much discussion it was resolved that a donation of £100 be made to 

the Royal British Legion, and also to “Saints Alive”. It was further agreed 

that the sum of £350 be donated to the St Mary’s Church for the upkeep 

of the Churchyard. Cheques to be signed at the next meeting. 

Street Lighting 

Lamp Review and 

New Power 

contract: 

22: Street Lamp Upgrade. Further to the Council’s decision to budget for 

upgrade, the Clerk provided a plan of various street lamp “types”. The 

majority of lamps in the village need to be upgraded to LED. Lamps on 

steel columns would cost approximately £260 each to upgrade. Lamps on 

wooden poles could be as much as £665 depending upon the type of 

connection. It was agreed to initially concentrate on lamps on steel 

columns as this would permit a larger number of lamps to be changed and 

generate power savings which could then be re-invested in further 

replacements. The lamps were of variable wattage, and it was suggested 

that the lamps be set to the lowest setting of 13W. All in agreement. 

23: Failed lamp Club Lane. The Clerk advised that a mercury lamp in Club 

Lane (near vacant building plot) had recently failed. It was unlikely that it 

would be repaired. The Clerk was authorised to order a replacement LED 

lamp if required to ensure that swift replacement. 
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24: Lighting Power Contract. The Opus Energy contract was due for 

renewal. The flexible pricing scheme which did not tie the council to the 

supplier was almost double the existing costs. A fixed contract showing an 

increase of approx. 10% had been received, and a further quotation was 

awaited from E.on. The Clerk was unanimously authorised to accept the 

lowest quote for a fixed contract based upon the Opus Energy price and 

the awaited E.on price. 

 

Redesign of Public 

Noticeboard: 

25: Mr Stevens asked Councillors once again considered a glazed door to the 

pubic noticeboard. The Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation from 

Pendred’s signs. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

26: Mr Stevens had nothing to report. 

Any other Business: 27: The Clerk advised Mrs Florence Parker, Woodford resident, would be 100 

years of age on the following day. Resolved that the Clerk write her a letter 

of congratulations. 

28: Mr Chapman advised of a faulty street lamp near Orchard Court.  

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


