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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 15th October 2019 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mr M Hackney, Mrs R 

Hancock, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Sharples, Mr D 

Stevens, Mr I Vaughan, Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mrs A Fothergill, Police, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the September Parish Council meeting having been circulated, 

were agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that 

the Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present.  

2: Mr M Vaughan advised that there was Police Surgery on the village green 

between 2.40pm and 3.10pm the following day. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

3: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

6: Bus Service to Kettering / Thrapston. Diamond Coaches had taken over 

the route from Centrebus, with a slightly reduced service. Mr Sharples 

suggested we write to the company and ask them to review the service 

especially with a view to improving the service to Thrapston. 

7: Mrs F Parker – 100th Birthday. The clerk had written to Mrs Parker 

congratulating her on her 100th birthday. 

8: War Memorial Landscaping. The landscaping had taken place and turf 

and been laid. Councillors voiced their appreciation of the work carried out 

by Mr Incles. 

9: Feast Fair. No further communication had been received from the 

Showmen’s Guild. 

10: Parking Village Green. The Chairman and Mr Stevens had met with 

Drayton Estate re parking on the greens. Thee were basically two issues. 

One was the use of the greens for general parking by visitors to the village 

when road space was unavailable. The second was the general unregulated 

parking between the telephone box and the school by residents when 

general on road parking was unavailable in other parts of the village. 

Drayton had no objection in principle to the erection of bollards around the 

village green(s), but commented this would only address one issue. It was 

suggested a village car park might be the answer to both problems. Mr 

Smith (Drayton Estate) suggested they view the allotments. At present 

whilst most were let, very few were used for horticultural purposes, and 

many were overgrown despite being rented. Whilst there were no rules as 

such for their use the name gave a clear indication as to what they should 

be used for. The Council agreed that such a use may be a constructive use 

of the land, but a number of issues would need to be addressed including 

purchase or rental costs, development costs, fees for use and how it would 

be policed etc. No clear conclusion was drawn other than initial support for 

the idea, and it was agreed to follow up at a future meeting. 

11: Flood Risk- The Paddocks. The report from ENC was discussed and it was 

felt that the remedy was outside the scope of the Parish Council due to the 

complexity and access to resources, however, the Council could assist in a 

co-ordination role. The ENC report advised that a number of sources of 

funding had been explored without success and went on to suggest that 

through a Neighbourhood Plan, subsequent development it may be possible 

to gain sufficient developer contributions to address the flooding issue. 

Councillors discussed the contents and requested the Clerk write to ENC 
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and also Cllr Hughes, suggesting that as the issue of flooding in this area 

was well known historically and was drawn to the attention of the Planning 

Authority at the time the planning application was made then the issue 

should be dealt with by ENC and the developer, as the flood attenuation 

was obviously under specified. It was further suggested that this project 

could be funded by ENC from reserves, which are likely to be lost to the 

district once unitary status arrives. The Clerk was asked to write to ENC 

and Cllr Hughes with these thoughts. With regard to Neighbourhood Plans 

councillors suggested that Mr Burton (ENC) be invited to the next meeting 

to introduce the whole Neighbourhood Plan concept to the Parish Council 

with a view to the Council creating such a plan. It was agreed that due to 

the time required to produce such a plan it would not necessarily be the 

funding solution to the flooding matter, it may address future development 

and other village issues. 

  

Planning Issues: 12: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) 99A High Street 19/01065/FUL Conservatory extension. 

Permitted.  

13: New Planning Applications 

a) 12 Highfield -19/01560/FUL Proposed two storey side extension. 

No Objection.  

14: Other Planning Matters 

a) None 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

15: Telephone Kiosk. A letter had been received asking whether the 

Telephone box could be painted. Clerk to obtain prices. Decision then to be 

made as to whether or when it is carried out. 

16: Unitary Status. The Clerk understood that the next term of office for Parish 

Councillors commencing in May 2020 would be a five year term, bringing 

elections back in line with the unitary authority elections. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £7,246.48 

 Interest Account  6.05 

   £7,252.53 

 Plus   

 ENC Precept  £10,000.00 

   £17,252.53 

 Less   

 2256 Mr P Bird - Clerk £360.00  

 2257 Mrs D Bosworth - Litter Picking £73.89  

 2258 R&G - Verge maintenance £315.89  

 2259 Mr D Incles - War Memorial landscaping £790.00  

 2260 E.on Lighting - Maintenance ¼ contract £37.59  

 2261 St Marys Church Donation churchyard maint. £350.00  

 2262 Saints Alive Magazine – Donation £100.00  

 2263 Royal British Legion – Donation £100.00  

 DD48 Opus Energy Street Lighting – Power £545.21 £3,006.58 

 Balance Carried forward  £14,245.95 

   

 17: Mrs Robinson proposed, Mr I Vaughan seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

18: Mr Stevens had nothing to report 

Any other Business: 19: There was no other business 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


