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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th November 2019 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs R 

Hancock, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Sharples, Mr D 

Stevens, Mr I Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr M Burton (ENC), Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr M Hackney, Mr M Vaughan, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Mr M Burton: Mr Burton gave a thirty-minute briefing on Neighbourhood Planning process, 

what can be achieved by creating a plan, the process involved and the wider 

benefits. Briefly a plan once approved becomes an appendix to the local plan 

and is legally enforceable. The process involves public consultation, creation of 

a draft plan, a second consultation followed by legal “testing” by the local 

authority. The final plan is then subject to a village referendum before becoming 

“law”. The process can take upwards of two years.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Burton and advised the council would consider the 

merits of the process at a future meeting. 

 

The Parish Council Meeting commenced at 7.40pm. 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the October Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

2: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

3: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

5: Diamond Coaches. The Clerk had written asking them to consider the 

timing of the buses, especially in the direction of Thrapston. No response. 

6: Donations. Letters of thanks had been received from St Mary’s Church PCC 

and the editor of Saints Alive. 

7: Parking on Allotments. Councillors discussed the potential use of 

allotments as a village carpark. The consensus of opinion was that due to 

the poor access via Newtown Street and the poor visibility leaving Newtown 

Street onto High Street this would not be viable. Policing and enforcement 

of the use of the area together with the start up cost meant the idea was 

not feasible. 

8: New Street Lamps in Highfield. An order had been placed for new LED 

lamps in Highfield and West Street to replace sodium lamps on steel 

columns 

 

Planning Issues: 9: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) 12 Highfield. Side extension. 19/01260/FUL Permitted  

10: New Planning Applications 

a) None 

11: Other Planning Matters 

a) Consultation on the proposed kennels was open until early December 

due to the reposting of corrected official notices. 

 

New items / 

Correspondence: 

12: Precept – 2020-21. ENC had advised the closing date for submission of 

the precept for the next financial year would be before the January meeting 

consequently the Clerk was asked to prepare a draft budget for 

consideration at the December meeting 
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13: Village Green Erosion. Mr Stevens advised the erosion of the main green 

near Daventry Close was becoming heavily eroded. Mr Sharples suggested 

bollards might be the answer. Clerk to query legality of placing with 

Highways and obtain a price from Mr Incles for installing same. Exact 

location of each bollard to be agreed  

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £14,239.90 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £14,245.95 

 Less   

 2264 Mr P Bird – Clerk £360.00  

 2265 Mrs D Bosworth - Litter Picker £82.10  

 2266 Mr D Cullum – Groundsman £84.00  

 2267 R&G Landscapes – Verge Cutting £220.51  

 2268 Mr D Cullum - Fuel for Mower £29.95 £776.56 

 Balance Carried forward  £13,469.39 

   

 14: Mrs Robinson proposed, Mrs Fothergill seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

15: Mr Stevens had nothing to report 

Any other Business: 16: Faulty lamps in Bakers Lane and Constable Walk were reported. 

17: Following recent heavy rain and high water in the ford it was suggested that 

the Clerk write to the Highways Authority and request a depth gauge be 

reinstalled in an attempt to prevent naïve drivers breaking down in deep 

water. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


