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Woodford Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 21st January 2020 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M 

Hackney, Mrs R Hancock, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D 

Sharples, Mr D Stevens, Mr I Vaughan, Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mr D Stevens, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the December Parish Council meeting having been circulated, 

were agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that 

the Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: No Police were present. Mr Vaughan reported that the JAG meeting was to 

be held on the following Friday. Parking obstructions were raised as an issue 

which were causing difficulties in Mill Road for larger vehicles such as buses 

to pass. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

2: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

3: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

5: Empowerment Fund. Cllr Hughes had agreed to contribute towards the 

cost of the upgrades to the noticeboard and the application had been 

submitted to ENC by the Clerk. 

6: Woodford Feast Fair. An email from a Mr Noddles suggested alternative 

providers for a fair this summer. The Clerk advised he had written as 

previously requested to the Showman’s Guild for a solution. 

7: Replacement Street Lamps. The Clerk had placed an order for 

replacement LED lamps in the Rose Terrace area of Woodford as requested. 

8: Tug of War. The clerk had responded to Mr Rogers advising of the council’s 

conditions for using the Village Green, i.e. damage to Green surface be 

repaired, steps to avoid War Memorial being used as seating, the Green to 

be  left in a tidy state, suggestion that the green is inspected for sharp 

objects prior to the event, and that the Parish Council could not be held 

responsible for loss or injury. 

9: Speed Monitoring. The Clerk reported on two persons had so far 

volunteered to assist. 

10: Flooding Addington Road. The Council had previously requested 

Highways to investigate flooding at the double bend in Addington Road. The 

Clerk had written since the New Year advising the situation was no better, 

and was now a frequent occurrence due to the waterlogged fields to the 

northwest of the site. No response had yet been received. 

 

Planning Issues: 11: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a) 33 High Street 19/01846/VAR. Variation to conditions re internal 

layout. Permitted. 

12: New Planning Applications 

a) Rear 3 Addington Rd (8 Pound Lane) Conversion of workshop. 

19/01971/FUL Concern expressed that Velux windows may overlook 

neighbouring properties. Highways had objected on grounds of no 

vehicular access. Clerk was asked to express No Objection and point 

out that vehicular access was not a concern as it had been used for 

over fifty years.   

13: Other Planning Matters 

a) Kennels, Addington Road. Applicant had submitted further plans 

substantiating their claim that visibility splays were adequate. The clerk 

reported that the council’s previous submission had addressed the poor 
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visibility with photographic evidence but had submitted a further brief 

email confirming the council’s previous submission.  

 

New 

Correspondence: 

14: Highways Verges within 30mph zone. Highways had written asking 

whether the Parish Council wished to continue taking grass cutting 

responsibility within the 30mph zone with a minimum of three cuts per year. 

Councillors agreed unanimously to take on this responsibility for 2020. A 

payment of £442.65. 

15: 75th VE Day Anniversary. A letter from the Church asked whether the 

Council planned any celebration for VE day. No ideas were suggested. The 

Clerk had written to the Club, who had also confirmed they had no special 

events planned. Saints Alive editor had written asking the same question 

as a special publication for the events being held in Great and Little 

Addington was planned.  

16: Landowner Deposit Notices. A query had been received regarding these 

notices placed around certain fields in Woodford. This scheme was a method 

whereby landowners could place on deposit a record of their ownership and 

any public or permissive rights of way which existed on that date for the 

avoidance of doubt. 

17: Climate Change. Mr Sudworth had written asking the Parish Council to 

arrange for trees to be planted in and around Woodford. As previously 

discussed at the previous meeting, as the council was not a landowner there 

was a reliance on farmers to provide sites. It was understood Mr Burnham 

could accommodate 30 trees. Clerk to thank him and advise of tree types 

when known and advise correspondent. 

18: Speeding / Parking. Mr Shortle had written stating he supported efforts 

to improve parking around the village green and combat speeding. The clerk 

was asked to thank him for his comments and suggest he might like to 

volunteer for the speed monitoring scheme. 

19: Police attendance at meetings. The local PCSO had requested future 

meeting dates with a view to attending when possible. 

20: Litter. Mr Sudworth (who has been voluntarily) picking litter on some of 

the roads outside of the 30mph zone) suggested that the council coordinate 

with other local Parish Councils litter picking on rural roads. Councillors 

responded that organised litter picks outside the 30mph area were not 

covered by our insurance and these areas were the direct responsibility of 

the environmental services at East Northants Council. Furthermore, this 

needed addressing on a countywide basis. Clerk to find out what the ENC 

policy actually states and report to Mr Sudworth. 

21: Flooding Windmill Close / Paddock Road. The Clerk reported that a 

chance meeting with an independent drainage contractor revealed he had 

investigated drainage issues in this area of Woodford for a friend, and he 

suggested that the main issue with flooding on the Paddocks was not the 

ditches around the site, but the outflow of the drains in Mill Road which 

caused the water to back up. This information had been forwarded to ENC. 

It was now understood that NCC would be organising a meeting on site in 

the near future. Clerk to advise when details known.  

22: Planning Application - Cowthick plantation Stanion. A letter from 

Brigstock PC drawing attention to this application and inviting a member to 

attend their meeting the following evening. Councillors declined the 

invitation but following the provision of background information by the Clerk 

agreed that the council should object to the application due to the lack of 

information provided regarding traffic visiting the site from the south. It 

was felt that a significant increase in traffic would arise from the east via 

the A14 and A6116 placing greater demands on the already inadequate 

roundabout at the top of Islip Hill. The Clerk was asked to write to Corby 

BC with these views. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £9,897.90 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £9,903.95 
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 Less   

 2274 Mr P Bird Clerk Salary £360.00  

 2275 Mrs D Bosworth Litter Picking £82.10  

 2276 E.on Lighting Maintenance £371.59  

 DD50 Opus Energy – Lighting Power £484.49 £1,298.18 

 Balance Carried forward  £8,605.77 

   

 23: Mr Sharples proposed, Mr I Vaughan seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Internal Auditor 

fees: 

24: Councillors unanimously agreed to make a donation of £60 to Help for 

Heroes as in previous years in lieu of the internal audit. 

 

Playing Field 

Representative 

report 

25: Mr Chapman had no matters to report. The drainage was working well, 

however, due to the above average rainfall the playing fields were 

considerably wetter than normal. 

 

Any other Business: 26: A representative of the Jubilee Committee advised that the committee 

would be willing to contribute to the cost of refurbishing the telephone box. 

27: An electric fence was in place across a gate on footpath PE12. It was not 

known who the tenant/owner was, and the Clerk was asked to refer to 

Street Doctor. 

28: There was a large amount of litter on PE12 near Addington Road. Clerk to 

advise litter picker. 

29: The roadside markers were missing on the double bend towards Great 

Addington. The Clerk was asked to refer to Street Doctor. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  Dated 


