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Woodford Parish Council 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 18th February 2020 in the 

vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mr M Hackney, Mrs J 

Hathaway, Mrs S Robinson, Mr D Stevens, Mr I Vaughan, Mr M Vaughan. 

 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 

 

Apologies for 

absence: 

Mrs Fothergill, Mrs Hancock, Mr Hurst, Mr Sharples, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and 

Cllr S Hughes (NCC) 

 

Minutes of last 

meeting: 

The minutes of the January Parish Council meeting having been circulated, were 

agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Chairman sign them as such. 

 

Police Report: 1: The Police were not present. 

2: Mr M Vaughan reported that the next JAG meeting would be in early March. 

 

Comments from 

Electors: 

3: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 

Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 

Comments: 

5: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 

the minutes: 

6: Verge Cutting. The Clerk reported the agreement to cut the verges had 

been sent to NCC. Councillors unanimously agreed that R&G be engaged 

for a further year to cut the verges and the play area in The Paddocks. 

Terms and costs as last year. 

7: Flooding in Windmill Close / Mill Road. The Clerk and Chairman 

reported on a recent meeting regarding the flooding/drainage issues 

affecting “The Paddocks” and Mill Road. It was evident that whilst the 

ditches were in need of clearing the main issue was that the drainage 

systems in Mill Road and down towards “Alledge Brook” across the fields 

were blocked in a number of places thereby preventing the water draining 

away. A number of representatives from NCC, residents and landowners 

were present to discus the scale of the problem. It was agreed that the 

priority was to establish the ownership / constructors of the various 

drainage systems, together with the subsequent responsibility for 

maintenance.  

8: Flooding Addington Road. During the past month the “double bend” in 

Addington Road had flooded a number of times. The Clerk advised he had 

forwarded a number of photographs to Highways as evidence to this 

previously reported issue. Highways had responded that the matter would 

now be investigated as a matter of urgency. 

9: Speeding / Parking in Woodford. The Clerk had responded to Mr Shortle 

requesting suggesting might like to join the Speedwatch campaign. 

10: Tree Planting and Littering. The Clerk read out his response to Mr 

Sudworth regarding the ENC litter picking policy and proposals for tree 

planting.  

 

Planning Issues: 11: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 

a)  None 

12: New Planning Applications 

a) 1 West Street - Single Storey Side Extension. 20/00142/FUL. No 

Objection. 

b) 10 The Leys – Two Storey Rear Extension. 20/00091/FUL. No visible 

change to the street scene. No Objection 

c) 41 Mill Road - Two Storey Rear Extension. 20/00160/FUL. No 

detrimental change to the street scene - No Objection. 

d) Land adjacent to Water Tower. 19/01895/FUL. Retention of Sheds 

for Agricultural Use. No Objection. 
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e) 30 High Street – Demolition of front wall, installation of dropped kerb 

to provide off road parking. 20/00074/FUL. Objection. Councillors 

noted that Highways had advised the proposal did not conform to the 

minimum standards for parking and the Conservation Officer had 

expressed severe reservations due to the change of “street scene”. 

Furthermore, councillors agreed that whilst off road parking would 

normally be welcomed, this application did not meet relevant criteria, 

also due to the height difference between the parking area and the road 

a dropped kerb would result in a steep sideways gradient across the 

footpath. Additionally, once visibility splays were factored in, it was 

envisaged that more “on road” parking would be lost than would be 

created “off road”. The loss of the wall would be detrimental to the 

street scene. 

13: Other Planning Matters 

a) None 

 

New 

Correspondence: 

14: Playing Field Improvements. A letter from the Woodford Community and 

Sports Club advised they were seeking to improve the playing surface 

through over-seeding, fertilising etc. with the Northants FA, and asked for 

a letter of support. Councillors, without hesitation asked that the Clerk write 

such a letter of support. 

15: Yarnbombing. The “Woodford Yarn-bombers” had written requesting 

permission to carry out a project to that carried out last year. Councillors 

had no objection. 

16: Household Extensions. ENC had revised their Supplementary Planning 

Document covering household extensions and a consultation draft was now 

available. The main changes to the policy were to ensure the original 

document released ten years ago reflected changes made in the intervening 

period through legislation and other policies. 

17: 6th Annual Litter Pick. Mr Stevens advised the equipment had been 

booked for 4th April. Commence at 10am at Woodford Community and 

Sports Complex. 

 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   

 Current Account  £8,599.72 

 Interest Account  £6.05 

   £8605.77 

 Less   

 2277 Mr P Bird Clerk £360.00  

 2278 Mrs D Bosworth Litter Picking £65.68  

 2279 Help For Heroes (donation in lieu of audit fee) £60.00  

 DD51 Opus Energy Street Lighting Power £484.60 £970.28 

 Balance Carried forward  £7,635.49 

   

 18: Mrs Hathaway proposed, Mr Stevens seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 

 

Report from 

Highways Rep: 

19: Mr Stevens had nothing further to report 

Any other Business: 20: Woodford Feast Fair. The Clerk was asked to follow up the Showman’s 

Guild’s Offer of providing a Fair and withdraw the request the Council had 

made for assistance, if appropriate progress had not been made. 

21: Thrapston Band. The Clerk asked Councillors to consider Thrapston Band 

Attending this year, to clear the opportunity with the Club and ascertain the 

conditions needed by the band including cost.  

22: Mr Stevens asked if any progress had been made regarding the removal of 

two vans in Newtown. The Clerk was asked to follow up with ENC 

 

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

Signed  Dated 


